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FEATURES 


OWEN HART: WHEN THINGS DON’T WORK OUT—WORK OUT 

In 1994, “The Rocket” became “King Of Harts,” at least in his own mind. He is still 
struggling to beat his brother Bret, but at the same time he’s working harder than 
ever in the gym 


PRESS CONFERENCE: RANDY SAVAGE 
Everyone wants to know if the “Macho Man” plans to remain friends with Hulk 
Hogan this time. He talks about the “Hulkster,” his future WCW plans, and more 


CRUNCH! IF SABU HAS TO WRESTLE WITH A BROKEN NECK ... 

SO WILL HIS OPPONENTS! 

Misery loves company. That must be Sabu's motto. After he cracked a few 
vertebrae against Chris Benoit, his first order of business was finding someone to 
share his pain! 


DERAILING DIESEL: 

WILL “BIG DADDY COOL” DEFROST AT WRESTLEMANIA? 

As WWF World champion, Diesel has to deal with pressure every day, but never is 
the pressure more intense than on WrestleMania Sunday. We'll soon find out if 
Diesel is up to the challenge 


NO RETREAT, NO REGRET: HOGAN “BUTCHERS” BEEFCAKE 

Right up until moments before Starrcade began, people were wondering whether 
the “Hulkster” and “The Butcher” would reconcile. It never happened ... and 
Hogan couldn't care less 


VADER’S NEXT BOUT: IN A COURT OF LAW? THE OPPONENT: WCW 
THE POTENTIAL PAYDAY: $200,000,000 

Wrestlers will go to great lengths to get title shots, but even WCW officials had to be 
stunned when Big Van Vader threatened a civil suit. It was a case he probably would 
have won 


DEPARTMENTS 

BETWEEN FALLS 

Curse In Paradise? ; Return To Tradition; Shane's No World Champ 
RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 

The hottest news from the world of wrestling 
FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
Instituting a ban on the word “underachiever” 

IN FOCUS by Craig Peters 

Wrestling on te Internet? You better believe if! 
WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
The two faces of Cactus Jack 

THE STEEL CAGE by Chris Bernucca 

Diesel takes on Bret ... and Shawn Michaels wins? 
OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Ellner 

Our most controversial columnist dips into his mailbag 
PWI CLOSE-UP: STING 

The “Stinger” is still WCW's most popular superstar 
ARENA REPORTS 

Results of important matches from around the globe 
TIME CAPSULES 

An off-beat look at some stars of the past 
OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

The sport's most respected rankings 

RATINGS ANALYSIS 

Savage and Cactus: Can either be trusted? 
WRESTLING ENQUIRER 

Late-breaking news from the mat sport 

HOT SHOT 

Cactus Jack flips for Boo Bradley 


Next issue on sale March 21, 1995 
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PWI AWARDS FEEDBACK 


SPECIAL YEAR-END la RS coe ISSUE! 


, A rte 
HULK HOGAN 
Wrestier Of The Year 


Our March 1995 issue featured 
the winners of our annual 
Achievement Awards, as voted on by 


the readers of PWI. The big winner, 


Hulk Hogan, whom fans voted both 
Wrestler of the Year and Comeback 
Wrestler of the Year, was also voted 
runner-up in several other cate- 
gories. Hogan's strong finish left 
many of our readers upset. 

“How could anyone vote that out- 
dated windbag Wrestler of the 
Year?” asked “PWI Hotline” caller 
Gregg Nicholls, of Billings, Montana. 
“That old man didn’t even wrestle 
half the year. He retired Flair, big 
deal. Bret Hart should've had that 
one in the bag! That's who I voted 
for!” 

Many callers and readers shared 
his sentiment, but an overwhelming 
number also praised Hogan’s 
achievements. 

“I would just like to congratulate 
Hulk Hogan on his Achievement 
Awards,” wrote Jake Chadford of 
Middletown, Pennsylvania. “He has 
been an inspiration to little 


‘Hulksters’ everywhere and he~ 


deserves to be acknowledged for it.” 
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CURSE IN PARADISE? 

First, Jim Neidhart betrays his 
brother-in-law Bret Hart. Then, Brutus 
Beefcake stabs his “friend to the end,” 
Hulk Hogan, in the back. At first 
glance, these events do not warrant 
closer scrutiny; friendships in wrestling 
are created and destroyed all the time. 
But upon investigation, we discover 
that “The Anvil” and “The Butcher” 
have one significant common link: 
They both made recent guest appear- 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on any 
of our stories or columns. 
Send letters to: 
BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Letters preceded by a ‘@ indicate 
letters left by fans on the PWI 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI, see ad 
elsewhere in this issue). 
fie ep eS ee 


will include cameos from Bret Hart, 
Rick Steamboat, and Eric Bischoff. 
And so, I plead with wrestling fans 
worldwide: Petition the networks! 
Boycott the sponsors! Make sure, 
Thunder In Paradise gets completely 
off the air before it’s too late! 
HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas, NV 


RETURN TO TRADITION 
I have been a WWF fan since 1988, 


Is it any coincidence that Jim Neidhart turned against Bret Hart shortly after he 
appeared with Hulk Hogan on Thunder In Paradise? Harry Simon thinks the “Hulkster” 
was somehow responsible for Neidhart’s personality change. 


ances on Hogan’s TV show, Thunder 


In Paradise! Coincidence? I think not. 

Who knows what sort of psycholog- 
ical abuse the sadistic Hogan puts his 
bit players through behind the scenes? 
What’s next, Chris Lemmon attacking 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell with a 
chair? Carol Alt jumping Alundra 
Blayze? 

I hear that Thunder’s next specials 


and recently became a WCW fan. I 
think it’s time for some changes in 
wrestling. We have a new era ahead of 
us. It’s time for a turn back toward 
more traditional wrestling with techni- 
cal skills and aerial ability emphasized 
instead of a circus atmosphere. 

I think WCW will eventually sup- 
plant the WWF because Vince 
McMahon still doesn’t know the differ- 


ence between wrestling and the circus, 
and because of the lack of good young 
talent and tag teams in the WWF. 
That’s why WCW is what the world is 
going to watch and WWF is what the 
world did watch, unless McMahon’s 
supposed wrestling genius considers 
the lost wrestling tradition and does 
something about it in the near future. 
X. CHAUCHERIE 
Paris, France 


SHANE’S NO 
WORLD CHAMP 

As a loyal wrestling fan, I want to 
comment on the validity of recognizing 
the ECW title as a world title, which is 
what that federation’s promoters want. 
Some fans believe that Shane Douglas 
is one of the greatest wrestlers in the 
world. I think Douglas is a good 
wrestler, but he is beginning to believe 
his own hype. Douglas has spent a 
great deal of his time lambasting a leg- 
end—Ric Flair. Every televised inter- 


view of Douglas contains a criticism of 
the “Nature Boy.” Douglas needs to 
tell everyone that he’s the ECW 
champ. Everyone knows that Flair is a 
wrestling legend. I am not a fan of 
Flair, but I do respect his abilities and 
accomplishments. Shane has not 
defeated the caliber of wrestlers that 
Flair has. Even though Flair is not 
competing anymore, he will always be 
“the man.” 

Shane has to grow up. He is a small 
wrestler in an even smaller pond. A 
world title status is not deserved, 
because Douglas has not earned one. 
Shane’s insecurities just make him 
appear to be a weak champion of a 
weak federation. 

L. GORRELL 
Philadelphia 


WANTED: BAD GUYS 
After witnessing the latest WWF 
Pay-per-view event, I have come to 
(Continued on page 50) 


ECW champion Shane Douglas does not deserve to be recognized as a world champi- 
on, as some ECW people have suggested. That’s what reader L. Gorrell, who says 
Douglas is a better talker than he is a wrestler, thinks. 


10 YEARS AGO IN PWI 
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& Double Dynamite: 


TEAM WRESTLING EXPLODES! 


The cover of the May 1985 issue, 
a tag team special, featured The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express and The 
Fabulous Ones, with the accompany- 
ing headline, “Deal Of The Century: 
Will The Rock ’n’ Roll Express And 
The Fabulous Ones Swap Partners?” 
PWI had heard rumors that such a 
deal was going to happen. Both duos 
were considered innovators in tag 
team wrestling, and many experts 
thought that a “trade” could work to 
the benefit of all involved. Alas, it 
never happened. 

The centerfold showcased The 
Road Warriors, who were also the 
subjects of that issue’s “Press 
Conference.” Animal and Hawk had 
recently been voted Tag Team of the 
Year for the second straight year by 
readers of this magazine. They went 
on to win the award two more times. 
At the time, The Road Warriors were 
wreaking havoc in the AWA and 
they had nothing good to say about 
their competition. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: The 
lack of quality tag teams in the 
WWE was discussed in “Barry 
Windham & Mike Rotundo: Too 
Good For The WWF” ... Possible 
problems in one of Texas’ favorite 
families were pointed out in “Kerry 
Von Erich & Billy Jack: The Dream 
Team For Wrestling May Be A 
Nightmare For The Von Erichs!” ... 
In a special analysis of the top 15 
duos in the sport, The Road Warriors 
came out on top. 

Magazine availability: Sold out. 
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ITH THE PENDULUM of the business of 
VJ rrctessina wrestling clearly having 

swung from WWF to WCW in recent 
months, there is more and more speculation that the 
Big Two are planning to work in conjunction with 
one another in the near future. 

According to published reports, WWF head 
Vince McMahon was approached about the possi- 
bilty of a co-promotion by WCW officials and turned 

_ them down. Good. A WWF/WCW supercard might 
be a history-making event, but | feel it is in the best 
interests of the wrestlers and fans to have two major 
promotions in competition with one another. 

We've just learned that not only did Jimmy Hart 
try to patch things between Brutus Beefcake after 


Hulk Hogan thrashed “The Butcher” at Starrcade 
94, but Hogan’s mother also tried to settle the rift. 

“They were childhood friends,” Ruth Bollea, 
Hogan’s mother, told PW/. “It broke my heart to see 
what he did to my son. | never saw my boy so heart- 
broken in his life. | am still pleading with Brutus to 
get away from Kevin Sullivan and his supporters. 
We still have a place in our hearts for him. | hope he 
comes back!” 

They're calling it the best thing to happen to both 
of them. I’m talking about the sensational tag team 
of Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly and The Kid. “We 
really click as a team,” Kid told me at a recent WWF 
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card. “It’s like we’re two bodies with one mind, if 
that’s possible. We both know what the other 
guy is thinking. It’s just unreal. | never had a 
partner like that before.” 

Veteran Antonio Inoki scored a huge upset 
in Japan, beating Sting with an unsual neckhold 
... Honky Tonk Man is planning to start 
wrestling on the independent circuit again very 
soon. He says that WCW “didn’t realize what a 
major star | am, and wouldn't give me a title shot 
against Hogan. I’m the only one in WCW who 
really earned one!” 


Masa Chono also pulled off a major upset, 
beating CWA star Tony St. Clair in Germany. 
This puts Chono in line for a shot at CWA cham- 
pion Rambo ... Bob Backlund is telling every- 
one that he wants promoters to sign a match 
between him and WWF head Vince McMahon. 
Although Vince has considered putting on the 
tights before, we don’t think he will actually do it 
anytime soon. 

Paul E. Dangerously cites Dean Malenko 
and “The Crippler” Chris Benoit as the two 
reasons Sabu and Tasmaniac have not been 
able to win the ECW tag team belts from Public 
Enemy. “Every time my guys get a title shot, 
those bums interfere and cost them the belts,” 
Paul E. reported. “Their heads are prime targets 
for my telephone. I’m warning them!” ... ECW 


heavyweight champion Shane Douglas told me 
he is sick of wrestling Ron Simmons. “If he had 
the talent to beat me, he would have already 
done it by now. Bring on some new competition.” 
In the meantime, Tully Blanchard is also pursu- 
ing “The Franchise’s’ title. 

Blanchard recently wrestled Douglas to a 60- 
minute time-limit draw on an ECW card. 

“Next time out, I'll win the belt,” Blanchard 
vowed. “] showed Douglas | had the endurance 
the first time. Next time, |’ll take the belt.” What 
was strange about the bout was that there were 
no foreign objects used, and no blood shed. 
That’s almost unheard of in ECW! 


“| always turn in a classic match,” Blanchard 
added. 

“| played with him,” Douglas countered. “1 
could have put him away at any time. I'll win in 
less than 10 minutes if we have a rematch!” 

Kevin Von Erich, who is now wrestling for 
the NWA in Dallas, admits that it feels great to 
be back in the ring on a regular basis. Von Erich 
is competing on cards in the Lone Star State 
every few weeks ... North Georgia Wrestling 
Alliance TV champion Big Bubba expects to get 
a shot against heavyweight champion Lee 
Thomas soon ... “Maniac” Jimmy Deo is 

(Continued on page 54) 
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ADVENTURES IN CYBERSPACE: 
PROLOGUE 

Despite the fact that I’m writing these words on a 
Maxum-enhanced keyboard connected to a Magitronic 
3860X-40 PC and will soon be transmitting them via 
interoffice cablelink to a Macintosh ... 

Oh, the heck with it. The bottom line is this: I’m 
about as computer illiterate as it gets this side of Matt 
Brock (who brags that he’s never even worked on an 
electric typewriter, much less a computer). | barely 
know my RAM from my ROM, my dot pitch from my 
max res. | don’t do Windows. On the information high- 
way, I’m a 1967 Comet with bad cylinders sputtering 
along in the right lane. 

But this cyberspace virgin recently took a peek into 
Prodigy to see what all the hubbub was about. Clearly, 
there are plenty of you negotiating the 
silicon airwaves with great skill. | 
couldn’t count the number of mes- 
sages left on the wrestling bulletin 
board! (But | did see that someone had 
left a complete list of the “PW/ 500” on 
there—thanks, whoever you are!) 

Can anybody download, print out, 
and send along to me some of the 
wrestling bulletin board bits on 
Prodigy? Does America On Line have 
a similar cyberspot for the sport? Do 
you have any interesting cyberstories 
about wrestling and the Internet? Send 
‘em along! I'll print some of this info in 
future columns, at least until | get 
myself up to speed and start tapping 
into all this stuff myself (hey, be 
patient—Newt Gingrich seems to be 
the only writer making any real money 
these days!). 

Send your wrestling-related comput- 
er tales to: Adventures In Cyberspace 
c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 


A NOTE REGARDING 
PWI WEEKLY 

Back in the December 1994 install- 
ment of “In Focus,” we made an offer 
to all readers: Send in a self-addressed 
stamped envelope, and we’ll send you 
a free copy of PW/ Weekly. 

Several hundred readers respond- 
ed, but many of those readers failed to 
include the required self-addressed 
stamped envelope. If you never 
received your free Weekly, that’s why. 


King Kong Bundy on the Internet? If so, he 
beat Craig Peters there. But until “In Focus” 
invades the Internet, send us your tales of 
wrestling and cyberspace! 


YES, FANS, ANOTHER SURVEY! 

Don’t ever let it be said that here at PW/, we don’t 
pay any attention to the mail we get from our readers! 

Yes, much of the mail we receive is of the “I hate 
—”" or “—— is the greatest ever!” variety. But we also 
find plenty of letters chiding us for being too narrow in 
what we cover in our magazines. 

“| love wrestling,” wrote one fan recently, “and | love 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. But there is so much more 
to wrestling than just the WWF and WCW! Why don’t 
you offer more coverage to the other organizations?” 

Well, the fact of the matter is we do strive to offer 
coverage that’s as wide-ranging as possible. True, as 
the two nationally televised and most prominent organi- 
zations in the sport, WWF and WCW do dominate our 
coverage; this is what people see most, and what peo- 
ple tell us they want to read about. But we strive to 
make sure every issue of PW/ contains at least some 
material that’s out of the mainstream: this issue’s fea- 
ture on Sabu, for instance, or last issue’s “Press 
Conference” with new NWA champion Chris Candido 
and feature on Jim Cornette in Smoky Mountain. 

And, of course, you have to consider the entire PW/ 
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MAIL SURVEY TO: PWI SURVEY 
c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED * Box 1148 * Fort Washington, PA 19034 


I think your coverage of WWF and WCW 
wrestling is: 


[] toomuch [1] notenough [] just right 


| watch the following independent wrestling 
organizations: 

CL] Ecw 

[.] Smoky Mountain 

[_] Other (please specify:) 


(] USWA 
[] AAA 


| would like to see more coverage on the 
following independent wrestling organizations: 


L] ECW L] USWA 
L_] Smoky Mountain || AAA 
(_] Other (please specify:) 


1) have/(_| have not seen an Ultimate Fighting 
pay-per-view event 


1] do/ () do not think coverage of Ultimate 
Fighting pay-per-view events belongs in Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


See ee ee eS ee 


family of publications, not just PW/ itself. For example: 
In the Spring 1995 issue of Wrestle America, now on 
sale, we ran a 32-page directory of independent orga- 
nizations in North America. In the May 1995 edition of 
The Wrestler, on sale March 14, we'll be running a fea- 
ture on the Ultimate Fight IV pay-per-view event. And 
our family of publications as a whole closely covers 
events in ECW, the USWA, Smoky Mountain, and else- 
where. 

But is it enough? 

Is it too much? 

Time for you to speak out. 

Please take a moment to fill in the enclosed mini- 
poll. As always, extensive additional comments are 
most welcome. Sorry, | don’t have any prizes to offer 
poll respondents this time around, but you can take 
pride in the fact that by answering, you'll contribute to 
receiving the best prize of all: an improved PRo 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED family of publications. 

(And speaking of surveys, be sure to check out next 
month's “PW/ Poll” special edition of PW/! It’s cover- 
dated June 1995, and goes on sale March 21! oO 


| 


| receive PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
(_] by subscription | on the newsstand 


1) would /{_] would not be likely to read stories 
on independent wrestling 


iL) do/L| donot subscribe to a computer on- 
line service (Prodigy, America On Line, etc.) 


1] do/ L) donot receive PWI Weekly 


My age: 


Additional comments: 


A MAY1995 411 


BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


don’t watch what he does at a Smoky Mountain card. 

Keep an eye on him when he’s wrestling in ECW. 

When he’s in Smoky Mountain, Jack appears to be a 
pretty decent guy. In the ring he’s typically reckless, but 
he is also given to acts of kindness, the most notable 
one being how he helped turn around the career of Boo 
Bradley. 

Before Jack came to Smoky Mountain, Bradley was a 
member of Tammy Fytch’s stable. He hadn’t been one 
for very long, but he had quickly become one of the 
most hated men in the federation. After Jack arrived, 
Bradley remained one of the most hated, but that didn’t 
last long. Jack hadn’t intended to help out anybody, but 
he decided that Bradley should benefit from his inter- 
vention. “There’s a side of Jack that wants to help out 
young wrestlers,” said Terry Funk, who used to wrestle 
with Jack in ECW. “He doesn’t like seeing them being 
taken advantage of. When he saw the situation with 
Bradley, he must have seen an opportunity to make a 
difference.” 

First, Jack instigated a feud with Bradley and his part- 
ner, Chris Candido. Jack convinced Brian Lee, then 
Tracey Smothers, to be his partner in that effort. 

“Sure, | wasn’t sure if | could trust him at first,” said 
Smothers. “| know the man’s reputation. But he con- 
vinced me he was for real. | could see he really wanted 
to help out this young wrestler. And | surely don’t mind 
helping anyone cause problems for Tammy Witch!” 

In the ring, Cactus was extremely rough on Candido, 
but even rougher on Bradley. He was attempting to 
show Bradley that if he didn’t join his camp, he’d be in 
for beating after beating from him. Apparently, Jack 
feels the best way to teach man a lesson is to kick the 
crap out of him. Also, by beating Boo up night after 


| F YOU WANT to begin to understand Cactus Jack, 
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night, he was showing him what kind of partner he could 
have if he ditched Fytch. 

If Bradley made the correct decision, he wouldn't 
have a maniac like Cactus Jack against him; he’d have 
Jack as a friend. 

Bradley got the message. Now he considers Jack 
more than a friend, he calls him a savior. 

“Cactus Jack is a good man,” Bradley, who has never 
been called a genius, said. “He helped me a lot. He is 
my friend. He is not a bad man. He is my good friend.” 

If the story ended there, I’d gladly start rooting for 
Cactus myself. I’d try to disregard all the terrible things 
he’s done in the past and support him in his efforts to 
clean up wrestling. 

| can’t do that, because | also see what’s going on 
with the man in ECW. 

Jack is popular there, too, but his popularity is due 
mainly to his love for blood and violence. Nobody is 
rooting for him to convert anybody there. They just want 
to see heads busted open and bones cracked. In his 


When he arrived in Smoky Mountain, Cactus Jack said he was 
on a humanitarian mission to save Boo Bradley. Funny, most 
“humanitarians” don’t beat up the men they’re trying to save. 


efforts to wreak havoc, Jack has found a willing partner: 
Tommy Dreamer. Dreamer is a young wrestler looking 
for a break. He says he considers himself very fortunate 
to have Jack on his side. 

“Man, who wouldn’t want the guy on their side?” 
dreamed Dreamer, who has also done well in Japan of 
late. “He’s a legend! He doesn’t give a damn about any- 

(Continued on page 60) 


9. BITING 

10. BODY SLAM 
11. BODY TACKLE 

12, CHICKEN WING 

13. CHOKE 

14. CLAW 

15. CLOTHESLINE 

16. CROSS BODY BLOCK 
17. DOUBLE AXEHANDLE 
18. DROP KICK 

19, EAGLE SPLIT 

20. ELBOW SMASH 

21. EYE GOUGE 

22. FACE RAKE 

23. FIREMAN'S CARRY RAM 
24. FLYING BODY PRESS 
25. FLYING CLOTHESLINE 
26. FLYING DROP KICK 

27. FLYING ELBOW DROP 
28. FLYING HEAD BUTT 

29. FLYING MARE 

30. FOREARM SMASH 

31, FOREIGN OBJECT 

32. FULL NELSON 
Fy GIANT aes 


. GRAPEVINE 
35. HAIR PULLING 


41. IRISH WHIP 
42. KNEE DROP 
43. LEGLOCK 


47. POLE RAM 
48. REVERSE CHINLOCK 
49. ROLLING SCISSORS 
50. ROPE BURN 

51. SAVATE KICK 

52. SCISSORS GRIP 

53. SHOULDER BREAKER 
54. SLINGSHOT 

55. SNAP MARE 

56. STEP-OVER TOE HOLD 
57. SUPLEX 

58. SURFBOARD 

59. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
60. WRISTLOCK 


#3: Seeger #4: Bodybag #5; Wildfire #6: Eric #7: Nook the 
van Dorn Jone Sohany Kage Darkstrom Seeret hk apon 


Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these [WA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


* * * NO ENTRY FEE! *® * x 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the ning 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 


ABDOMINAL STRETCH 
ATOMIC DROP 
AVALANCHE 
BACKBREAKER 
BACKROLL PRESS 
BELLY TO BELLY 
BIG SPLASH 
BOSTON CRAB 
BRAIN BUSTER 
BULLDOG 

CAMEL CLUTCH 
COBRA CLUTCH 
CRADLE 
Sie 


00 

FIGURE FOUR 
. FLYING LEG DROP 

GOURD BUSTER 

INDIAN DEATH LOCK 

NECKBREAKER 

PILEDRIVER 

POWER BOMB 

POWER SLAM 

RUSSIAN SICKLE 
SLEEPER 
SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
SMALL PACKAGE 
SPINE BUSTER 
SUNSET FLIP 
SUPERPLEX 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! 


So take us on! Find out if you're tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 
coupon below ora copy of it today and mail it with $1" for each opponent to: 


IWA Challenge 
Box 5275 x * * 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 
© 1994 ISC. All Rights Reserved 
ee Se ee ee en ee et ee ee ee ens 


Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown at left. List them 
in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


x* * * 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


ADDRESS 6 7 8 9 10 


Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list of 30 shown at right Lis! them in 
the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold 
i from the 90 shown. Limit the length to 20 letters and spaces 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT 


FINISHING HOLD 


Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler lo go 
agains! from the 10 al the top. Remember to enclose $1® for each 


SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER 


~ 
nh 
ow 
> 
o 
3 OE ee Eee 


Sa eee hae Oe ee Ae 


MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) i 
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ON MY MIND. Not enough for an 
entire column, but too much to ignore. 
Let’s take a look at what’s behind 
door number one. 

NEWS ITEM: Bret Hart faces 
Diesel at the Royal Rumble. 

It is a rare occurrence in American 
wrestling when a pair of fan favorites 
wrestle each other. As if that weren't 
enough intrigue, the winner of this 
match emerges with the WWF World 
championship. But don’t be surprised 
if the big winner of this match turns 
out to be Shawn Michaels. 

It doesn’t matter whether Hart or 
Diesel wins. There won’t be a re- 
match, because that is not how the 
WWF does business. TitanSports 
didn’t become a multimillion-dollar 
industry by having fan favorites wres- 
tle fan favorites. In fact, the last time 
a pair of nice guys headlined a WWF 
pay-per-view event was in 1992, 
when Hart lost the Intercontinental 
title to brother-in-law Davey Boy 
Smith at SummerSlam in London. 

Hart didn’t get a rematch after that 
loss and he won't get one after this 
one, either. He said he would be 
ready, but moles were reporting that 
Hart was returning too quickly from 
the injury he suffered in his title loss 
to Bob Backlund at Survivor Series. 
Diesel was riding one of the biggest 
waves of success in federation histo- 
ry and it didn’t figure to end at the 
Royal Rumble. 

Enter Michaels, who has been 
stalking Diesel ever since the two 
parted ways in November. Whatever 
skills Diesel has displayed in the ring 
came from Michaels, who is directly 
responsible for the former body- 
guard’s meteoric rise to champion in 
all three of the WWF's divisions. But 
don’t think for a minute that the 
teacher imparted all of his knowledge 
to the student. There were a few 
classes that Diesel didn’t bother to 
attend, and that will cost him in his 
final exam against Michaels. 

Pound-for-pound, Michaels is still 


the best wrestler in the world. After 
finding a way to win the Royal Rum- 
ble, he will upset Diesel at Wrestle- 
Mania XI (the signing of the match is 
virtually assured) and remove the 
unfair stigma he has carried—that of 
being the best WWF wrestler never to 
win the federation’s top prize. 
shake 

NEWS ITEM: Abbudah Singh fined 
$200 for striking NWA official. 

That ought to cool off the crazed 
Singapore native and make him think 
twice about his actions. | understand 
the NWA chose to fine Singh instead 
of making him stand in the corner. 
Two-hundred bucks? Give me a 


break! I’ve had worse nights at the 
craps table, and the house didn't let 
me punch the pit boss. 

Over the last 20 years, the 
increase in the amount of money 
made by athletes in all sports has 
been staggering. Over that same 
time, the cost of nearly everything 
else has also increased, except that 
of misbehavior. Those figures are still 


Stuck in a time warp with earth shoes, 
bell bottoms, the energy crisis, and 
Spiro Agnew. If you don’t know what 
or who any of those things are, kid- 
dies, ask your parents, 

Runaway salaries and an antiquat- 
ed system of fines have allowed ath- 
letes to challenge authority with 
impunity. Atlanta Falcons wide receiv- 
er Andre Rison missed 19 team meet- 
ings this year and was suspended a 
measly one game without pay. New 
Jersey Nets forward Derrick Coleman 
has already told team management 
that he will not adhere to the team’s 
dress code and offered a blank check 
to be filled in at the end of the season 


for his repeated violations. 

If | had missed 19 days of work 
during a five-month stretch and wore 
a T-shirt and jeans when | did decide 
to show up, | wouldn’t have been 
fined. | would have been fired. 

I’m sure the $200 that Singh was 
penalized was nothing more than a 
fraction of what he earned that night 
in Philadelphia. Add another zero and 


we are in the right neighborhood. 
Then tack on a 30-day suspension 
from NWA competition, which ought 
to give him plenty of free time to think 
about the repercussions of striking 
someone who co-signs every one of 
his paychecks. 

The bottom line is this: If you and | 
can afford the fine, it’s too small. 

ok 

NEWS ITEM: Rick Steamboat 
retires. 

The lack of fanfare that came with 
this news was even more stunning 
than the news itself, But that's what 
happens when the majority of your 
audience has no grasp of the history 
of the sport. 

Several months ago, | chose to 
write a retrospective on Steamboat 
after he had defeated Steve Austin for 
the WCW U.S. heavyweight title. I’m 
glad that | did, because that title 
turned out to be the last of his career. 
Steamboat never got a chance to 
really defend it because he was side- 
lined with a back injury. That injury 
turned out to be a herniated and col- 
lapsed disk in his spine, making it 
impossible for him to continue. 

There is no disputing Steamboat’s 
greatness in the ring. He was a domi- 
nant wrestler in both major federa- 
tions and both as a singles and tag 
team wrestler. His matches against 
Ric Flair in the 1980s will always rank 
among the sport's best. He is a no- 
brainer selection for any hall of fame. 

But Steamboat’s greatest achieve- 
ment may be that he was able to com- 
pete for nearly 20 years and leave 
with a clear conscience. In a sport 
overcrowded with turncoats and 
phonies, Steamboat was sincere in 
his devotion to family and apprecia- 
tion of fans. He was always accessi- 
ble to the media and answered ques- 
tions thoughtfully and honestly. Those 
qualities make it unclear whether 
Steamboat made a conscious effort to 
cultivate it, but his legacy will be one 
of a dying breed—a role model. oO 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Ellner’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


(Editor’s note: The opinions expressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Eddie Ellner himself. They do not necessarily reflect the 


editorial views of this magazine.) 


ELT MUSINGS ... chicken 

wings never tasted so 
good. Diesel fuel is far less 
damaging to the atmosphere 
than “Hulkamania.” Suddenly, 
with its best talent dropping 
faster than Democrats in 
Congress, the WWF offers up 
a breakfast for champions. And 
over there’s the main course, 
the man with so much career 
egg on his face that he could 
start an omelette factory. Wave 
for the crowd, Lex Loser. If 
Backlund did it, there’s still 
hope for you. 


Dear Eddie, 

Hulk Hogan’s dominance in 
WCW has left Sting in wrestling 
limbo. Will Sting make the jump to 
the WWF? Can he take Bret Hart 
and Diesel? I’d like to see him 
become WWF World champ just so 
| could see the look on Lex Luger’s 
face. 

JOHN ORQUIOLA 
Boston 
Dear John, 

One fortunate by-product of 
Hoganmania Il is the demotion of 
Sting to the middle of the WCW 
pack, where he has belonged all 
along. It was only the lack of per- 
sonality inherent in the federa- 
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tion that made Sting the major 
player he was. With Hogan on 
the scene, and Vader already 


Sting has never taken my advice; maybe 
that’s why his career has stalled for so 
long in the WCW. If you're listening, 
mascara boy, move to the WWF now. 
You’re just mediocre enough to be a 
champion there. 


mounting what will surely be a 
successful title rampage, Sting 
would be best served to jump to 
the federation where mediocrity 
is generously rewarded. 


Dear Eddie, 

So you think the WWF stands 
for World Wimps Federation. | 
think you’re a punk. | suppose you 
love WCW—World Coward Wrest- 
ling? You said everyone would 
love Hogan if he stayed away from 
the WWF. That’s a crock. The only 
reason Hogan moved was 
because the prospect of wrestling 
Bret Hart terrified him. What do 
you say about that, punk? 

BILLY VANELLA 
San Jose, CA 


I’ve gotten my fill of Bret Hart-Jerry 
Lawler matches, but have never seen a 
Hart-Hulk Hogan bout. If Hogan returned 
to the WWF, | think he'd beat Hart ... pro- 
vided he wasn't late on his payments to 
the referees and promoters. 


Dear Billy, 

Weren’t you part of that group 
that lip-synched its way to a 
Grammy Award and then re- 
turned it in disgrace? Or are you 
related to that white rap star, 
Vanella Ice? When you control 
the referees and the promoters, 
as Hogan does, you fear no 
man, even someone clearly 
more talented than yourself. 


Dear Eddie, 
With the arrival of Tammy Fytch 
in the WWF and the increased visi- 
(Continued on page 56) 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of 
your life. If you can answer seven consecutive questions cor- 
rectly—without getting pinned—you can earn the title 
“Undisputed Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100* or a 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-shirt! 


CALL NOW! 
1-900-288-7526 
=A 0891 299 760 


Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per 
minute in the United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49p at 
all other times, incl. VAT. Kids, get your parents' permission. 


This service is available on both rotary-dialed and 
touch-tone phones. 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS , 


\ 


MSZ NOW AVAILABLE = 
74UN INTHEUK. “ZN 


PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
will receive a free PWI T-shirt! 


— 
vat 


PROPERTY OF 
10 ths 
EDITORIAL DEPT. 


ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! _ 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100* winner! 


Sting hails from which California 
H alibu 

2) Pacific Heights 

3) Venice Beach 

4) Newport Beach 


Who managed The Moondogs to the WWF World tag team title? 
1) The Grand Wizard 

2) Capt. Lou Albano 

4 Fred Blassie 

4) Bobby Heenan 


ine or False: Rick Steamboat once briefly held the AWA World title. 
rue 
2) False 


Which of the following wrestlers has never held the WCW television 
title (as of December 31, 1994)? 

1) Sting 

2) Steve Austin 
3) Rick Steiner 
4) Scott Steiner 


beach community? 


How did you do? If you're up for the challenge and want to pu 
your wrestling ie werk, Cal now endl go oedbe SiGe 


Call as often as you like. The contest begins February 1, 1995, and runs through May 31, 1995. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 
per minute in the United States, and 49p (39p cheap rate) in the United Kingdom. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in 
connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated, No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be award- 
ed via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O, Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, USA. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the 
monthly drawing of one $100° winner. (*Or for U.K. winners, the equivalent in pounds sterling at the time the winner is selected.) From February 1, 1995, until May 31, 


1995, a total of 12 PWI T-shirts (retail value $19.95 each) will be awarded. London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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RISING SUN 


>_ four TENTH BIG YEAR! 


GWF Feud 


THIS YEAR MARKS A MILESTONE IN THE HISTORY OF WRESTLING 
GAMES WITH THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF CHAMPIONS OF THE 
GALAXY! THE FACT IS THAT QUALITY LASTS. HERE'S HOW WE DO IT: 
1. THE GWF IS A REALISTIC FEDERATION! Old wrestlers retire, new 
wrestlers enter, there are even managers! Just like a real-life wrestling 
federation, the GWF is always changing! New game editions come 
out regularly! 
2 YOU'RE THE HEAD PROMOTER! You sign the matches, set up super- 


RISING SUN 
vs 
SPLATTER 


How about this for Opposites! 


or 


Fre th 


9. 


cards, and have tournaments for the belts! 
tna fan clubs and yearly game conventions? 
' es Just use the wrestler cards, dice, and action charts! 
ao von to create wrestlers and pit them against superstars of the 
uture! 


YOU 


_ MATCHES TAKE PLACE IN REAL TIME! A match might take five sec- 
onds or a half hour! 

. THE 

about each wrestler, including their friends and their biggest feuds! 

THERE'S NO WRITING OR COMPUTATIONS! The game is nonstop 

action. 

10. RISING SUN SAYS SO! Care to argue? 


FANS LOVE IT! What other wrestling game has inspired interna- 
EASY TO PLAY! Champions of the Galaxy is not a complicated 
CAN CREATE YOUR OWN WRESTLERS! Special game cards 


CAN PLAY ALONE OR WITH FRIENDS! Either way is fun! 


WRESTLERS ARE REAL PEOPLE! Description Booklets will tell you this big feud! 


! Check the box for the game editions you want to order: 

! CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY. FIRST-TIME BUYERS — HERE'S WHERE TO START! 
' First edition. Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to play the 
! game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 wrestler playing cards. 

' Games should be bought in order, beginning with this edition .........-- $15.00 Total. 
1 (] INVASION 2088. Features Bishop Hell ........--. +--+ + ser eseeee rene $12.00 Total. 
1 [INVASION 2089. Features the Galactic Punisher. .....-.-+++sssss00+- $12.00 Total. 
1 [1] INVASION 2090. Features Cosmic Forces. ....-.-+0+0+2rseseerseeee $12.00 Total. 
1 () WAR GAMES 2091. Features Mayhem. ....-...--.0.-0+200 esses sees $12.00 Total. 
1 (J WAR GAMES 2092. Features Chaos. ....-..-. +++ +s esse sees $12.00 Total. 
1 ( WAR GAMES 2093. Features Alpha Force. ......---+++ssssreresceee $12.00 Total. 
1 ( SUDDEN DEATH 2094. Features the New Order. .....---. +--+ -+- +05 $12.00 Total. 
1 () SUDDEN DEATH 2095. Features Raven. ....-- 5.00 ees seer err ee es $12.00 Total. 
1 () REVOLUTION 2096. Features Splatter. .....-. 2+ +205 s0e creer eee eeee $12.00 Total. 
1 © REVOLUTION 2097. Features Holocaust. .......-.----+0+seeeeerees $12.00 Total. 
1 (J REVOLUTION 2098. Features Colossus. ......-.-+----+seeesrereees $12.00 Total. 
1 (1 CIVIL WAR 2099. Features Thunder. ...--.-------+-sss-+seseeereees $12.00 Total. 
» (© CIVIL WAR 2100. Features Rising Sun. .-......- +5. sse sees errr seas $12.00 Total. 
1 BEST DEALS — First-time buyers — Get more for your money 

1 (J) 2 game editions for $23 — SAVE $ 4 (1 4 game editions for $38 — SAVE $13 
‘ [] All 14 game editions for $96 — SAVE $75 


Rising Sun is a martial arts 
Japanese-style sensation 
while Splatter is a sick and 
demented brawler and slasher! 
Help Us Celebrate our tenth 
anniversary by ordering 
wrestling’s most popular 
game and see who wins 


WRESTLING GAME 
WRESTLING’S MOST 
POPULAR GAME 


SPLATTER 


Please send the game editions I’ve marked to: 


Name 
Address 2 
City/State/Zip 


Mail this coupon with a 
check or money order to: 


Filsinger Games 

P.0. Box 3493 ee 
flier containing 

Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information. 


Pe HE IKE THe RO KI III IAAI AAI 
ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! 

All foreign orders must be paid for in US currency Overseas orders, add an 

additional 15% for postage and handling New York orders add 7% sales [ax 


Allow up to 4 weeks 
for delivery. 

Write to Filsinger 
Games for a free 
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Even if you don’t like what Owen has done to Bret and the 
rest of the Hart family, you can’t help but admire his work 
ethic. Just when his career started to stall, he began work- 
ing harder than ever in the gym. 


when he re-directed his focus toward Intercontinental 
champion Razor Ramon. 

As the year drew to a close, Owen Hart was at a 
career crossroads. He had made tremendous strides 
as a singles wrestler, vaulting into contention for the 
federation’s biggest prizes. But the improvement was 
still not enough to win either of those belts. 

Hart could have packed it in. He could have his 
called off the feud with his brother and returned to tag 
team wrestling. He could have moved to another feder- 
ation, where his style may have caught a champion off- 
guard. But Owen Hart has never done things the easy 
way. If he did, he would have found a route with less 
psychological stress, one that didn’t require him to go 
through his brother to get to the WWF World title. And 
he would have found a path that didn’t demand the 
physical stress that he puts his compact, sturdy body 
through nearly every day. 

Today, the road to the championship has taken him 
to a small town in the Northeast; it’s not a regular stop 
on the WWF schedule. Here, in this friendly communi- 
ty, he can move about with relative anonymity, avoiding 


On this’ day, 
Owen lifted more 
than he usually 
can lift. It was no 
coincidence that 
he got an extra 
burst of strength 
immediately after 
someone asked 
him about his 
relationship with 
his brother. 
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the recognition from fans and the ensuing catcalls that 
come with being a rulebreaker. 

As he strolls up and down the streets, a few people 
acknowledge the fact that a celebrity has arrived. But 
as he enters a fitness center, Owen Hart becomes just 
another person looking for the edge that will make him 
even better. 

The name of the fitness center is the High Energy 
Gym. An associate finds that somewhat ironic, but Hart 


es ee 


= L 


Owen has admitted to friends that sometimes when he ™ 


™ looks into the mirror, he sees Bret’s face. He is obsessed 


with accomplishing more than his brother and doesn’t care , 


if he has to do it completely on his own. 


doesn't see any humor in it at all. Before his days as a 
singles wrestler, Hart paired with Koko B. Ware in a tag 
team called High Energy. The two men were appealing 
in their bright, multicolored outfits and acrobatic style. 
They were immensely popular and incredibly unsuc- 
cessful, never breaking into the upper echelon of top- 
level tag teams. The infrequent title matches they 
received all resulted in losses. 

Hart removes his warmup suit, strips to a tank top 
and striped workout pants. Every time he looks at the 


scar on his knee, he is reminded of High Energy’s lack 
of success. Hart suffered a serious knee injury early in 
his career and was constantly receiving treatment for it 
during the days he was teaming with Ware. He makes 
his way to the leg press machine and engages 500 
pounds of weight to push back and forth. 

His thigh muscles explode and retract with each 
push of the pedals; he exhales fiercely as he releases 
the weight for another rep. Between breaths, he men- 


tions that the weight is somewhat more than he usually 
presses, but maintains that he is not lifting in order to 
impress his present company. 

Hart can feel the stolen stares of the gym denizen 
upon him and shoots them a dangerous glance. The 
regulars go back to their workout regimen, and so does 
Hart; he wants to be left alone. It is the reason he left 
tag team wrestling. It is the reason he has pursued his 
brother and thumbed his nose at his family in the 

(Continued on page 53) 
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There was plenty of drama at Starrcade after Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage cleared the ring of the 
Three Faces of Fear. Hogan offered his hand and the “Macho Man” was happy to shake it. 


RANDY SAVAGE 


HE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN Randy Savage and Hulk Hogan is one of the most fascinating of 
T recent times. They have gone from being arch-rivals in the mid-] 980s, to tag team partners in 

1988, when Savage held the WWF World belt. But by 1989, they were enemies involved in a 
feud centering around Elizabeth, Savage’s manager and future wife. From all appearances, that feud was 
never settled, although Hogan beat Savage for the World title at WrestleMania V. 

Savage vs. Hogan. Hogan vs. Savage. In February 1989, Savage slapped Elizabeth and attacked 
Hogan. But by |993, we were seeing a kinder, gentler Savage. He was working primarily as a color com- 
mentator on WWF broadcasts; the “Macho Man” generally condemned rulebreakers and applauded fan 
favorites. 

Nonetheless, the history of Hogan-Savage made wrestling fans sit up and take notice when, in 
November 1994, Savage announced that he was leaving the WWF and coming to WCW. He left several 
questions unanswered, including this delectable one: Would he join Hogan, or challenge him? 

Savage promised to answer the question at Starrcade "94. “I'll either shake his hand or slap his face,” 
he said. In the weeks leading up to Starrcade, Kevin Sullivan even hinted that Savage had signed with the 
Three Faces of Fear. 

Starrcade ’94 finally arrived and Hogan defeated Brutus Beefcake, another former friend. Sullivan and 
Avalanche then stormed the ring for a three-way attack on Hogan. Then Savage made his grand 


entrance. He cleared the ring and thrilled 
the crowd by shaking Hogan’s hand. It 
was a marvelous moment. 

The new Hogan-Savage alliance was 
the sole subject when Senior Editor Bill 
Apter traveled to Atlanta with Seniors 
Writers Eddie Ellner and Dave Rosen- 
baum to interview Savage. They could 
have talked all night. 


BILL APTER: “Macho,” judging by 
what happened at Starrcade, it looked 
like you didn’t make your decision 
regarding Hulk Hogan until the last 
second. Is that true? 

RANDY SAVAGE: Maybe it 
looked that way, Bill Apter, but 
that’s not the way it was. No way, 
that’s not the way it was. Sure, | 
had some choices to make, and 
they were some tough choices, 
but even if | went against Hulk 
Hogan, I wasn’t going to do it 
alongside the Three Faces of 
Fear. 

EDDIE ELLNER: But 
| thought you had an 
agreement with Kevin 
Sullivan. 

SAVAGE: Wrong 
again, Eddie Ellner. 
Kevin Sullivan thought 
he had an agreement 
with me, but there was 
never any agreement, 
never anything I said 
to convince him that | 
was going to be on his 
side for one second. | don’t know 
where he ever got the idea, but it 
worked in my favor. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: Well, 
where do you think he got the idea? 
Let’s face it, he was pretty convinced 
that the fourth Face of Fear had been 
signed already. 

SAVAGE: There was never any 
signing on the dotted line, Dave 
Rosenbaum, never any handshake 
or discussion of contract. Let me 
tell you how it went, if | may. 

APTER: You certainly may. 

ELLNER:: I’m looking forward to 
hearing this, just to see how it matches 
up with what Kevin Sullivan told me. 

SAVAGE: You talked to 
Sullivan? 

ELLNER: That’s right. 


SAVAGE: And what did that 
demented individual tell you? 

ELLNER: That’s for me to know. 
Let’s hear your side of the story. 

SAVAGE: He came up to me 
and said, ‘‘Macho, | hear you’re in 
WCW now. Well, there’s anoth- 
er man in WCW who you might 
be interested in. An old friend, so 
to speak. Someone you once had 
an ax to grind with.” And I said, 
“Who might that be?” and he 
answered, “Hulk Hogan.” 

ROSENBAUM: Which, of course, 
you already knew. 

SAVAGE: Ooooooh-yeah, | 
knew it, but I didn’t want to give 
anything away. 

ELLNER: Strike one. Sullivan told 
me you came to him and said, “There’s 
a man | want and his name is Hulk 
Hogan.” 

SAVAGE: That’s right, that’s 
what I said later, but what I said 


“Me and Hulk Hogan 
had our little run-in 


a bunch of years ago, 


but that’s ancient history. 


We settled our differences 


a long time ago.” 


and what he thought I meant 
were two different things. 
APTER: So you were setting up 
the Three Faces of Fear. 
SAVAGE: Maybe, and then 
again, maybe not. Let me fin- 
ish my story first, Bill, and 
you’ll see it a lot clearer,a 
whole lot clearer, because Jf 
this is the way it went and 
what Kevin Sullivan heard 
and thought is another 
matter. So he said to me, 
“You have a bone to pick 
with Hulk Hogan. He did 
you wrong a few years ago, 
just like he’s done every- 
body else wrong, and this 
is your chance to get even. 
(Continued on page 48) 


Every issue, reporters 
from PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED will 
participate in an 
incisive press 
conference with a top 
wrestling star. The 
questions will be 
demanding. And the 
answers will reveal 
the innermost 
thoughts of the 
giants of the sport. 
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NECK ... SO WILL HIS OPPONENTS! 


Crunch! That’s the sound a table made when Sabu laid 
Johnny Grunge on top of it, then crushed him with a leg- 
drop. Considering Sabu’s mission that night, Grunge was 
lucky he didn’t suffer any permanent damage to his neck! 


By Ed Emelett 

ET’S FACE IT: Sabu is not your ordinary, every- 

day, humdrum wrestler. When we talk about 

Sabu, we’re talking about a beast who has scars 
all over his body. He breaks tables with moonsaults 
after almost every match. His aerial ability combined 
with his unparalleled courage (some say insanity!) are a 
deadly combination. Most experts agreed that his reck- 
lessness was bound to catch up with him. 

It finally did. 

Sabu was hospitalized on November 4 after he 
cracked two vertebrae. You see, that kind of thing tends 
to happen when you land on your head following a Chris 
Benoit suplex. That incident, and the ones that followed, 
give us a special look into the sadistic and masochistic 
mindset of Sabu. No other wrestler in the world is quite 
like him. 

Seconds after Sabu’s neck was pounded into the 


canvas at ECW Arena, the match was stopped; a med- 
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ical crew rushed Sabu into a waiting ambulance. 

“That was a very dark day for me and Sabu,” Paul E. 
Dangerously, Sabu’s manager, said in a hushed tone. 
“He was just getting back into top form after he broke 
his ribs, and now this happened. It was the first time in 
a long time that he was forced to stay in the hospital 
overnight. Let me tell you ... it was not a pretty sight.” 

Paul E. described how Sabu nearly went insane dur- 
ing that two-night hospital stay. “We arrived at the hos- 
pital, and it took four orderlies just to get him into the X- 
ray room. Sabu has been hurt before, lots of times, but 
never like this. Those injuries he’s received before, he 
would just blow them off and go out there and fight 
like they didn't matter. He actually felt the pain this Jia Ping to breae this splash ¢ 
time. He ripped off his neck brace three or four Mail titleholag! i 
times, and tore the I.V. needle out of his arm at ; 
least five or six. The nurses were furious. They 
released him two days later, and he immediately want- Dr. Sydney M. Basil is a 
ed to train.” psychologist who has examined wrestlers of 

It's very difficult to understand a maniac like Sabu. varying mindsets for many years. While confidentiality 
He doesn’t speak English. Few people know what he is__ rules prohibit him from speaking about the patients he 
thinking, or how his mind works. But those who have _is treating (usually, he has four or five wrestlers as 
observed his actions closely came up with an interest- patients at any given time), he freely offers third-party 
ing theory. insights. 

“By defying his doctors and manager and 
demanding to return to the gym even before he 
had he even begun the healing process, he was 
showing the world that he was incapable of fear,” 
Basil said. 

Even more importantly, Dr. Basil pointed out, 
we should pay close attention to the match 
strategy he has employed following his return to 
action a mere two weeks after suffering the 
injury. “Watch him closely,” said Dr. Basil. “His 
attack is focused on his opponents’ necks. He 
is intent upon inflict that same kind of pain on 
others. He wanted to transfer the pain he felt 
onto them. Not just Mr. Benoit, but anybody. 
He knows that if he can break an oppo- 
nent’s neck, they’ll go through the same 
type of pain that he did, and that would 
make him feel better.” 

Recently, Sabu was brutally attacked 
by ECW tag team champions Public 
Enemy after he and Tasmaniac defeated 

Dean and Joe Malenko. He was dropped throat-first 
on the top rope at least three times, and was driven 
through a table when Rocco Rock splashed him from 


aby py; 
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and what began as just a ruckus deteriorated into a 
bloody brawl involving most of the wrestlers in the 
ECW Arena. 

Eventually—somehow—order was restored and the 
combatants, whose match was scheduled for later in 
the card, returned to the dressing room. 

The match itself immediately turned into a no- 
holds-barred contest. Sabu and Tas battled the tag 
team champions all over ECW Arena, and Johnny 
Grunge suffered a huge wound on his the forehead. 
Sabu and Tas eventually lost, but that didn’t seem to 
bother the Bombay, India, native. He and Tas totally 
manhandled the tag team champions, and it is a cer- 
tainty that Grunge and Rocco Rock woke up the next 
day with sore necks. 

At one particularly sickening instant, Grunge was 
laid flat on a table outside the ring. Sabu leaped over 
the top rope and hit him with a legdrop right in the 
throat; the table was smashed. After the match was 
over, Sabu dumped Rock on a table and hit him with a 
legdrop from the top rope. 

According to Dangerously, Sabu’s quest to snap 
necks is not over. It may never be. “I look into his 
eyes,” the manager said, “and | know that his work is 
She AY ~ ms ae es not done yet.” 
care that es hia pr probably i ota Consider that a warning. oO 
pounded him on the neck with a s that his neck 


j riou 
ise move, since Sabu was still fu 
phen injured in the first place. 


Rocco Rock didn’t 


the top rope. 

It set up a match pitting Sabu and Tasmaniac 
against Public Enemy for the tag team belts. 

“I’m really not supposed to say, but | watched 
Sabu in the locker room before that match;” said 
one ECW wrestler who demanded anonymity. “He 
was running back and forth slamming into the 
lockers, yelling something that sounded like ip 
‘Neck! Neck!’ It was the first time | ever heard \ 
him say anything that was comprehensible. That , 
guy is just too damn crazy.” 


out of the locker room and challenged by 
Benoit, who now demands to be called “The 
Crippler.” Sabu answered Benoit’s call and 
ran to ringside with Tas. They were being set up. 
Before long, Public Enemy attacked them from behind, 
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The biggest day of 
Diesel’s life is ahead | 
of him. The WWF 
World title is in his 
grasp now, but he 
still has so much 

fo prove at 
WrestleMania 


a 
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Will “Big Daddy Cool” Defrost 
At WrestleMania? 


By Andy Rodriguez 


OU WAKE UP on Sunday morning from a fitful 
V ver of sleep and realize that today is different 
from all other days. You were tossing and turning 
from the moment your head hit the pillow last night and the 


cars driving past outside seemed as loud as those at the 
Indianapolis Speedway. The maid knocked on your door 
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and you almost tore her head off while screaming, “Leave 
me alone!” 

Now there’s a lump in your throat that just won’t go 
away. You walk down to the hotel restaurant for breakfast 
and find that nothing on the menu looks particularly appe- 
tizing. Funny, you’ve been here before and always found a 
way to entertain the waitresses with your ravenous 
appetite and wonderful sense of humor. 


beat faster. You walk inside and realize that something is 
different. Something looks and feels different. The lights 
are brighter. There are more cameramen than usual in 
the building. At least 100 reporters are crowded into the 
dressing room trying to get prematch interviews. Why are 
they here? : 

Because it’s WrestleMania Sunday, a day like no other 
on the wrestling calendar. 

And you’re not sure how to deal with it. 

Because this is your first WrestleMania. 

And you just happen to be in the main event. You’re 
the champion of the world. You are Diesel. 

“He has no idea what he’s in for,” said S.D. Jones, who 

was pinned by King Kong Bundy in nine seconds at the 
inaugural WrestleMania. “WrestleMania isn’t like any 
other wrestling match. It's like saying the Super Bowl is 
just another football game, or Game 7 of the World Series 
is just another baseball game. The pressure is enormous, 
but the scary part is that it doesn’t hit you until about a 
day before, so it’s not like you have time to deal with the 
situation.” 
One wouldn't think a person with the nickname “Big 
Daddy Cool” would have 
any trouble dealing with 
pressure. Well, think 
again. Top stars from 
Hulk Hogan to Randy 
Savage to The Ultimate 
Warrior all say that 
there’s nothing quite like 
the pressure of 
WrestleMania. It’s the 
time when true champi- 
ons, the ones who can 
deal with pressure and 
the spotlight, rise to the 
top. WrestleMania sepa- 
rates the pretenders 
from the real deal. 

For Diesel, Wrestle- 


So you go out for a walk. Doesn't the air 
feel funny? And why is everybody looking 
at you that way? There’s just no privacy, so 
you go back to your hotel room and watch Mania XI at the Hartford 
TV. But there’s really nothing on worth Civic Center figures to 
watching and you end up staring blankly at some say Diesel has a chance to be one of the great be the most frightening, 
MTV for the next four hours. WWF World champs of all-time, others say he was jntimidating, and emo- 
F ‘ 2 lucky to win it. A dominant performance at . : 

The time is dragging. The second hand WrestleMania XI would silence his critics. tionally unsettling day of 
on the clock seems to take forever to com- his life. It will be gradua- 
plete one sweep of the dial. tion day for a young champion who won't earn his final 

Finally, it’s 2 o'clock. Time to head over to the arena. credits until his match is over on Sunday night. 

Now you're really sweating. The lump in your throat just His opponent is the best he ever faced. Diesel had no 
got bigger. The arena is in sight and your heart starts to trouble beating Bob Backlund for the World title because 
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Bret and Owen Hart have both tried, 
as have countless others. But after 
many “jackknife” power bombs and 
many big boots to the face, Diesel 
always seems to come out on top. 
But he hasn’t faced the ultimate test 
yet. Can he survive his first Wrestle- 
Mania? 


Bret Hart could tell Diesel how much of a media circus 
WrestleMania can be. “Big Daddy Cool” has no idea what it’s 
like to compete at the WWF’s top pay-per-view event ... and he’ll 
be in this year’s main event. 


there was very little pressure on him. Subsequent title 
defenses, including one against Bret Hart, were a test of 
Diesel’s mettle, but they didn’t tell us all we needed to 
know about him. 

Remember: WrestleMania is 
different. In almost all cases, the 
World champion is facing the top 
contender to the belt. It’s proba- 
bly the toughest opponent he has 
faced all year and possibly in his 
entire life. The opponent is 
charged up for the big day and 
has trained for months while 
focused on one match. 
Meanwhile, the champion has 
been busy dealing with other 
challenges to the title. 

The pressure of WrestleMania 
will be compounded by Diesel’s age. He’s young and rela- 
tively inexperienced in pay-per-view events. Last year at 
this time, he was little more than Shawn Michaels’ body- 
guard, but then he won the Intercontinental, World tag 
team, and World heavyweight titles. All of this has hap- 
pened in a blur (seven months actually) for Diesel, who 
really hasn’t had time to reflect upon his accomplishments 
or put them in proper perspective. Forgive him he suffers 
from an intense fear of the unknown. 

And there is nothing that anybody can tell him that 
would help. 

“You can talk about all of the cameras and lights and 
people, but you don’t know what it’s like until you’re there,” 
said Roddy Piper. “It’s awesome for a fan or writer, but it 
is at least tenfold for a wrestler. By the time the main 


event rolls around, the entire arena is in a frenzy.” 

Over the past year, WCW has made great strides in its 
war with the WWF. The signings of Hulk Hogan, Brutus 
Beefcake, Hacksaw Duggan, Randy Savage, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Avalanche gave the federation the superi- 
or talent roster. Many of the recent WCW pay-per-views 
have been more exciting than those in the WWF. 

But in the minds of the general public, WrestleMania is 
still the premier 
wrestling pay-per- 
view event in the 
world. It’s the big 
show. 

For “Big Daddy 
Cool,” it could be the 
night things get too 
hot to handle. oO 


Diesel better hope he can 
overcome his nervous- 
ness with his awesome 
physical ability. Bob 
Backlund has been no 
match for him in matches 
around the country (above 
and left). 


Should he lose the title at WrestleMania, 
Diesel will probably be dismissed as another 
forgettable WWF World champion. Only a year 
ago, he was considered more of a bodyguard 
than a wrestler. 
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The Hogan-Beefcake match ended like so many other Hogan matches 9 
have ... with a thunderous legdrop. But the brutality Hogan showed 9 


earlier was unbelievable, and the “Hulkster” offered no apologies. 


HOGAN “SUTCH 


What are friends for? Hulk Hogan doesn’t care anymore. He had no 
trouble teaching a former one, Brutus Beefcake, a lesson in 
brutality at Starrcade 94 


Photos by Bill Apter 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 
N THE DAYS leading up to Starrcade ’94, Brutus 
| Beefcake confided to several people, including one 
reporter, a theory that would eventually lead to his 
downfall. Beefcake was discussing his upcoming match 
with WCW World champion Hulk Hogan and gave a clear 


} 


A boot to the face was one of least vicious moves Hogan used 
all night. But the fact that he targeted “The Butcher’s” face—a 
face that had to reconstructed 4'/2 years earlier—surprised 
even Beefcake himself. 


sign he wasn’t mentally prepared for the battle ahead. 

“| think when Hogan steps into that ring and sees me 
on the other side,” Beefcake started, “he’s not going to 
have the guts to tear into me the way he’s torn into some 
other opponents. You see, not too many people know 
this, but Hogan’s a soft touch and his feelings are easily 
hurt. When you get right down to it, he’s a pansy. He 


thinks I'm going to get down on my knees and beg for for- 
giveness, or offer my hand in friendship, but that’s not 
going to happen, and he’s not going to be ready for what 
| have planned. 

“Hogan,” Beefcake concluded, “isn’t getting ready for 
the match of his life. He’s getting ready for a reconcilia- 
tion that he’s not going to get. No retreat, no surrender, 
that’s my motto!” 

As it turned out, Beefcake was right on one count. 
Shortly after Hogan’s successful title defense, the 
“Hulkster” admitted that up until the last second, he sin- 
cerely believed Beefcake would repent and the long 
nightmare would end with a joyous celebration. 

But Beefcake was right on the wrong count. He judged 
Hogan to be a much lesser man than he really is and 
paid a dear price for his foolish miscalculation. 

The “Hulkster,” in keeping with the streak of savagery 
he showed upon entering WCW, recovered from an early 
battering and tore into Beefcake for the final 10 minutes 
of the match. He showed no mercy toward his former 
best friend—his companion since childhood—and left no 
doubt that anyone who crosses Hulk Hogan is crossing 
the wrong man. 

There was no mercy and, afterward, no regret. 

“| did what | had to do,” Hogan said, the determination 
still in his eyes shortly after Big Van Vader crashed the 
postmatch celebration and set Hogan on a new course 
for danger. “You know something, brother, | didn’t know 
myself how | was going to react if Beefcake decided not 
to repent, but | found out right away. When he rammed 
my head into that metal barrier and tried to tear out my 


BEEFGAKE 


eyeball, | thought, Man, this guy is no friend. He really is 
a ‘Butcher.’ He’s my worst enemy.” 

That might not have been an easy reality for Hogan to 
deal with, but he did and dealt out more punishment and 
pain than Beefcake has ever felt ... except, of course, 
when his face slammed into the knees of a friend in that 
parasailing accident in 1990. 
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With 2:45 gone in the match, Hogan rammed confessed. “Remember, | was there when Hulk came 
Beefcake’s face into the metal barrier and ringpost. Then back and rescued Beefcake from Money Inc. Their friend- 
he grabbed the chair that Beefcake had used on him and ship runs deep. But when he chaired Beefcake, | knew 


Hogan took a lot of plea- 
sure in belting his former 
friend with a chair (above) 
and driving him to the 
floor with an atomic knee- 
drop (right). He said 


Beefcake deserved to feel 
intense pain for what he 
has done to him. 


rammed it across Beefcake’s face. The significance of this 
particular attack couldn’t have been lost on any close 
observer of the ring wars. 

Hogan was battering Beefcake where it could hurt him 
the most: across the face that had been rebuilt with pins 
and screws and could conceivably collapse if struck hard 
enough and at the proper angle. 

Hogan just didn’t care. 

“Why should |? Did he ever care about me? Did he 
ever truly care about our friendship?” Hogan said. “He 
asked for it. He set the stage and made the rules. If he 
expects me to lay back and not go all-out, then he has an 
edge | can’t overcome. My game plan was to go after his 
weakness. If | permanently disfigured him, so be it. Damn 
him!” 

The intensity in Hogan’s voice was frightening. Imagine 
anyone having such contempt for a former friend. Even 
manager Jimmy Hart said he was shocked by the intensity 
of Hogan’s attack. 

“| honestly didn’t know if he had the heart to do it,” Hart 
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their friendship was gone for good. The ‘Hulkster’ just 
didn’t care, and | didn’t blame him one bit.” 

Beefcake later admitted he was angered by Hogan's 
all-out assault on the most vulnerable part of his body. 

“It was savage, man,” he said. “That wasn’t even 
human. He was trying to kill me, that’s what he was trying 
to do. Well, so be it. He brought this feud to a new level 
and I’m going to be right up there with him.” 

That’s down, Brutus. Down in the gutter. With 5:16 
gone in the match, Hogan bit Beefcake’s forehead. Long- 
time Hogan watchers can count on one hand the number 
of times Hogan has bitten an opponent. Hogan relied on a 
series of clotheslines, facerakes, and more bites as the 
battle took on an animalistic 
tone. More than a match, this 
was a quest for revenge by both 
men. 

Hogan got his revenge when 
he overcame interference by 
Kevin Sullivan and Avalanche 
and pinned Beefcake at 12:07 
following a legdrop. 

The Three Faces of Fear had 
been stymied. 

But Hogan has his own 
Three Faces of Fear: anger, 
revenge, and savagery. 

They can all be found on the face of Hogan. O 


Of the two of them, Beefcake, not Hogan, was supposed to be 
the more savage, but after he got the best of the “Hulkster” 
early on, he had no counter for his comeback. He later admit- 
ted he thought Hogan was out to kill him! 


GREATEST matce 
Vs. Ric Flair, ly 7, 1990. although here have 
is for Stin since We his mate at 
“| : 


manevvers- 


oucHEST opponent 

r. Wr seems 0 if Nader and Sting een crossing 
e the violence tO" “\n 1992, Sting 
and a bt vised spleen at nds of Vader. 
\ater, Sting WON CW World ‘ille from Vader, ontY 
40 lose it Sik days \a ox. This post Egil, Sting \ost 10 der in 0 tt 

ch during whieh Vader P wel ed his \ong-time 

esn't try 10 win,” SiNG gpid. “He ties io Kil.” 


' 


38 a 
PRO W 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRA 
ISTRATED « 


close-up: 


NE OF THE most popular wrestlers in the world, WCW mainstay Sting has been 
0): or near the top of the wrestling world for longer than any current star except 

Hulk Hogan ... The 6'2", 260-pound native of Venice Beach, California, com- 
bines strength and athleticism with the attitude of a daredevil ... Broke into 
wrestling with The Ultimate Warrior in 1985 ... The Bladerunners—as they later 
called themselves—won their first match in 45 seconds ... Moved to the UWF and 
concentrated on singles competition ... Took on Eddie Gilbert as his manager ... 
Gilbert and Sting won the UWF tag team title from The Fantastics on July 20, 1986 
... PW/ readers voted him runner-up in Rookie of the Year balloting in 1986 ... 
Parted with Gilbert and teamed with Rick Steiner to win the UWF tag team belts ... 
Started wrestling NWA stars when the NWA merged with the UWF ... Wrestled Ric 
Flair to a 45-minute draw at the first Clash of the Champions, on March 27, 1988 ... 
Teamed with Lex Luger to win the third annual Crockett Cup tag team tournament on 
April 23, 1988 ... Voted Most Improved Wrestler of 1988 by PW! readers ... Won 
the NWA TV title from Mike Rotundo on March 30, 1989 
... The title was later held up after Sting’s match against 
The Great Muta ... Beat Flair to win the title of 
Iron Man at Starrcade ‘89 ... Joined The Four 
Horsemen on January 2, 1990 ... Shortly after- 
ward, Sting signed for a match against fellow 
Horseman Flair for the World title at Wrestle War 90 
... The Horsemen kicked Sting out of the group for 
that ... Suffered a ruptured left kneecap when he was 
attacked by Flair ... The injury was career-threaten- 
ing, but Sting went through extensive rehab and 
returned on July 1, 1990 ... Formed the forgettable 
Dudes With Attitudes, which also included Junkyard 
Dog, Pau! Orndorff, and Rick and Scott Steiner ... 
Defeated Flair for the NWA World title on July 7 and 
pinned him in a rematch ... Found himself in the mid- 
dle of controversy at Fall Brawl ‘90 when he pinned 
the masked, mysterious Black Scorpion ... Sting 
unmasked the Scorpion, only to find that he had 
another mask underneath the first ... When Sting 
turned around, he saw a much larger Black Scorpion 
standing on the ramp leading to the ring ... 
Attacked by Sid Vicious at Clash of the Champions XII ... 
Defeated Vicious at Halloween Havoc ... Vicious appeared to 
have pinned Sting, but it turned out to be an impostor Sting ... The real Sting had 
been tied up by The Four Horsemen ... After Vicious pinned the impostor, the real 
Sting escaped and pinned the stunned Vicious ... The impostor turned out to be Barry 
Windham ... Pinned The Black Scorpion in a cage match at Starrcade ‘90 ... 
Unmasked the Scorpion, revealing him to be Flair ... Voted 1990's Wrestler of the 
Year in PWI... Lost the World title to Flair on January 11, 1991, in East Rutherford, 
New Jersey ... Sting had his foot draped over the second rope during the three-count 
... The intense Sting-Flair feud continued ... Flair, Windham, Vicious, and Larry 
Zhyszko defeated Sting, Scott Steiner, Rick Steiner, and Brian Pillman at War Games 
1991 ... Teamed with Lex Luger and lost to WCW World tag team champions Rick 
and Scott Steiner at Super Brawl '91 ... Nikita Koloff interfered and tried to hit Luger 
with a chain, but instead hit Sting ... Sting pinned Koloff at Clash of the Champions 
XV ... Nikita then attacked Sting later in the evening ... Lost to Koloff in a Russian 
chain match at The Great American Bash ... Captured the vacant U.S. title by defeat- 
ing Steve Austin in the final of a one-night tournament ... Sting overcame interfer- 
ence by Lady Blossom, Austin’s manager ... Was attacked by Cactus Jack following a 
title defense against Johnny B. Badd ... Teamed with El Gigante and the Steiners to 
defeat Big Van Vader, The Diamond Studd, Cactus Jack, and Abdullah the Butcher at 
Halloween Havoc ‘91 ... Lost the U.S. title to Rick Rude on November 19 in 


Savannah, Georgia ... Sting was attacked by Luger and had his left knee rammed 
against the ramp. Luger continued working on Sting’s knee; the “Stinger” had to be 
rushed fo a hospital ... Returned to the arena and lost to Steamboat while wrestling 
on a severely weakened knee ... Aided by interfering manager Paul E. Dangerously, 
Rude successfully defended his title several times against the angered Sting ... Won 
BattleBowl at Starrcade ’91 after being forced to team with Abdullah the Butcher ... 
Sting called the victory “one of the most satisfying feelings I've ever had” ... Won 
the WCW World title from Luger at SuperBrawl Il on February 29, 1992, overcoming 
interference by Harley Race ... Shortly afterward, Luger left the federation ... Sting 
was sidelined with cracked ribs and a bruised spleen suffered at the hands of Big Van 
Vader ... Sting’s Squadron defeated The Dangerous Alliance at Wrestle War '92 ... 
Pinned Cactus Jack in a violent falls-count-anywhere match at Beach Blast ‘92 ... 
Lost the World title to Vader at The Great American Bash. Vader used a power bomb 
to finish off the battered Sting ... On August 2, Sting was DDT'd twice by Jake “The 
Snake” Roberts onto a metal chair ... Sting was forced out 

of his match against Vader, who lost the belt to Ron 
Simmons ... Feuded with Roberts and Cactus Jack 
... Defeated Roberts in the “Spin The Wheel, Make 
The Deal” match at Halloween Havoc ... It turned 
out to be a coal miner’s glove match and Sting 
pinned Roberts ... Afterward, Roberts was bitten by 
his own cobra ... Pinned Vader to win the “King Of 
Cable” tournament ... Sting and Dustin Rhodes were 
aided by Cactus Jack and defeated Paul Orndorff, 
Vader, and Windham at Clash of the Champions XXII 
... Won his third WCW World title by beating Vader on 
March 11 in London, England ... But six days later, 
Vader regained the belt in Dublin, Ireland ... Beat 
Vader by disqualification in the main event of WCW’s 
first card at Madison Square Garden ... Sting and 
Davey Boy Smith teamed to beat Vader and Vicious 

at Beach Blast '93 when Smith used a crucifix to pin 
Vader ... Teamed with Flair against The Awesome 
Kongs at Clash of the Champions XXIV ... A few 
days earlier, Flair had beaten Sting by countout in 

a 40-minute classic ... In late-1993, Sting signed 

to appear in several episodes of Thunder In Paradise, 
Hogan's syndicated action-adventure series ... Teamed 

with Road Warrior Hawk to defeat WCW World tag team champions The Nasty Boys 
by disqualification at Starrcade ‘93... Missy Hyatt interfered for the champions .... 
Sting, Brian Pillman, and Dustin Rhodes defeated Orndorff, Austin, and Rude in the 
Thundercage at SuperBrawl IV on February 20, 1994 ... Rude attacked Sting after 
the match and again at a TV taping ... Won the inaugural European Cup during 
WCW's 1994 tour of England and Germany ... Pinned Rude at Spring Stampede 
when Harley Race accidentally hammered Rude with a steel chair ... Won the vacant 
International heavyweight title—a now-defunct belt that was never recognized by 
PWi—with a victory over Vader on May 22, 1994 ... Lost to Flair, the WCW World 
champion, in a title-unification bout at Clash of the Champions XXVII ... That effec- 
tively took Sting out of the title picture, because Hulk Hogan had just signed with 
WCW ... Lost a triangular match to Vader at Fall Brawl 94; the match was to decide 
the top contender to the World title ... Vader power-bombed Sting and beat him in 
overtime when referee Nick Patrick was distracted by Race and The Guardian Angel 
..» Teamed with Hogan and Dave Sullivan to defeat the Three Faces of Fear at Clash 
XXIX ... Defeated Avalanche by disqualification at Starrcade ‘94. Afterward, Hogan 
rescued Sting from an attack by Avalanche and Kevin Sullivan ... Sting is well-posi- 
tioned for a run at the U.S. title and possibly the World title if Hogan loses it ... For 
now, he is squarely on the “Hulkster’s” side, Oo 
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/ 
VADERS NEXT BOUT 
IN A COURT OF LAW? 
THE OPPONENT WCW 
THE POTENTIAL PAY DAY: 
$200,000,000 


WCW officials quickly 
signed a Hulk Hogan- 
Big Van Vader match 


after Starrcade. Why?) 


Because they wanteda 


to avoid a legal 
battle that could 
have destroyed 
the federation 


) By Dave Lenker 
September 18, 1994: Bis Van Vader 
oi Wins a triangular match at Fall 
my] Brawl, beating both Sting and The 
"Guardian Angel. The reward for 
Vader is the number-one contender }% 
4ship to the WCW World title, which is}® 
j held by Hulk Hogan. : 
October 21, 1994: A few days prior to S 
Halloween Havoc, Vader files a protest 
with WCW Commissioner Nick Bock 
winkel, claiming he, as the winner of 
the triangular match, should face Hulk 
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Hogan at the pay-per-view event. “I'll take 
him on in the parking lot,” Vader says of 
Hogan. “Any stipulation, any type of match. 
It’s time for him to play Vader’s pain game.” 

October 23, 1994: Hogan defeats Ric Flair in 
the “loser-must-retire” match at Halloween 
Havoc. Vader pins The Guardian Angel 
again. 

December 27, 1994: Hogan defeats Brutus 
Beefcake in the main event of Starrcade. 
Vader defeats Hacksaw Duggan to capture 
the U.S. title. Vader is now PWI’s official 
number-one contender to the World title. 

December 27, 1994, 10:45 p.m: Vader breaks 
down. the door to the fan favorites’ dressing 
room at the Municipal Auditorium in 
Nashville, Tennessee, and confronts Hogan, 
demanding a title shot. He accuses Hogan of 
ducking him and calls the World champion a 
“wimp.” Interviewed immediately after the 
altercation, Bockwinkel tells reporters, 
‘TVader] has a point. He is the number-one 
contender.” 


This is how Big Van Vader is used to fighting his battles: 
with his massive hands. It would have been interesting 
to see him clash with Hulk Hogan in court, but now that 
he got his match with Hogan, that won’t happen. 
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rely on foreign objects to get a job done. He stands 

6'5", weighs 450 pounds, and has never relied on 
anything but his own two huge, scarred hands to beat an 
opponent to a pulp or get what he wants. He nearly ended 
the careers of Sting, Ron Simmons, and Cactus Jack, and 
countless others have done everything possible to avoid 
crossing his path. 

Is Hulk Hogan one of them? 

There are two sides to this argument. One says that 
Hogan has never backed down from a challenge in his life 
and has taken on—and defeated—some of the most fero- 
cious men in wrestling. King Kong Bundy. The 
Undertaker. The Ultimate Warrior. Avalanche. All victims 


T= MOST DANGEROUS man in wrestling doesn’t 


Vader missed with a moonsault when he faced Hacksaw 
Duggan at Starrcade, but he persevered and won the 
match. He also had to persevere in his quest for a World 
title match, and it finally paid off. 


of the “Hulkster.” 

But the other side of the argument says that Hogan has 
never run into anything quite like Vader and, if he’s not 
scared of him, why hasn’t he wrestled him? 

Sad to say, “Hulkamaniacs,” but the second argument 
seems overwhelming. 

Vader keeps compiling evidence. At least three times 


Vader took Duggan’s best punches at Starrcade; it remains to be seen if he 
can take Hogan’s. For a man who claims he never backs down from a chal- 
lenge, the “Hulkster” certainly seems wary of facing Vader. 


during the past half-year, Vader has 
been guaranteed shots at the WCW 
World title. Every time Vader or manag- 
er Harley Race came to collect, a WCW 
Official said something to the effect of, 
“We're looking into it.” 

This time, WCW officials might have 
had to answer in a court of law had they 
not granted Vader a World title shot. 
PWI has learned that, on the day after 
Starrcade, Vader and Race huddled 
with a team of high-priced lawyers and 
discussed a possible $200-million 
breach-of-contract suit against WCW, 
Bockwinkel, and Hogan. 

Vader, who has spent his entire 
career settling arguments with his bare 
hands and a lethal power bomb, was 
ready to slug it out in an unfamiliar set- 
ting. Power-bombing Bockwinkel would 
get him nowhere, and beating up Hogan 
in a dark alley could get him suspended. 


You can be sure Vader, having waited so long, will be very aggressive when he faces Hogan. He might put a little extra 
force behind his reverse power bomb if he gets the chance to use it on Hogan the way he did with Duggan. 
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Vader called for Hogan in a parking lot, but where he real- 
ly needed him was in a wrestling ring. The only way to get 
him there, he figured, would be to take him to court. 

In effect, Vader’s lawyers forced Hogan and WCW offi- 
cials into an out-of-court settlement for a match at 
SuperBrawl 95 in February. According to insiders familiar 
with the negotiations, Vader even offered Hogan his half 
of the purse for a match at SuperBrawl, as long as the title 
was on the line. But, those insiders told us, that offer was 
taken off the table when Vader and Race hired their team 
of lawyers and started talking lawsuit. 

“It was messy for everyone involved and embarrassing 
for Hogan,” our source said. “Let’s face it, Vader is the 
number-one contender to the belt by any measure. Flair’s 
retired, Beefcake was squashed, and who else is there? 
What’s Hogan going to do, take on the entire Three Faces 


there was little choice but to agree with him.” 

There’s no denying Hogan looked scared when Vader 
got in his face after Starrcade. Hogan’s face turned white 
and there was fear in his eyes as sweat dripped down his 
forehead. 

“Sure,” manager Jimmy Hart said. “He had just gotten 
through with a tough match and the TV lights were burn- 
ing us up in there. Everybody was sweating.” 

But if Hogan wasn’t afraid to face Vader, why didn’t he 
immediately accept the challenge? Instead, according to 
our sources, Hart pressed Bockwinkel to fine and suspend 
Vader for his actions at Starrcade. That didn’t surprise 
Race at all. ‘ 

“The last thing Hogan and his henchmen wanted was 
to go to court, because they’d lose,” Race said. 
“Everything’s on the record, everything’s in black and 


After Vader beat Duggan for the U.S. title, WCW was basically forced to award him a World title shot, since the U.S. champi- 
on is automatically the number-one contender. But he had a backup plan in case he didn’t get his way. 


of Fear one-by-one? He has to wrestle Vader. Vader's the 
U.S. champion now. He won that triangular match and 
he’s still waiting for his shot. In a way, it was good that he 
threatened that lawsuit. The fans will finally get the match 
they’ve been waiting to see. 

“When Vader called Hogan a wimp after Starrcade, 
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white, the way Vader was guaranteed a title shot, the way 
he’s the U.S. champion, everything. There’s no way a 
judge or jury wouldn’t have agreed with us!” 
“We got what we wanted in the end! But the way | see 
it, we pretty much had to drag Hogan into the ring.” 
Somebody might have to drag him out, too. Oo 


_ this month in... 


It's that time again—time for the second 
annual Inside Wrestling Computer Tourna- 
ment! Can RICK RUDE find a way to repeat? 
You might be surprised at who came out on 
top this year ... The challengers are lining up 
to take on DIESEL. Watch out, “Big Daddy 
Cool,” you won't believe who might have what 
it takes to put your career on ice! ... STEVE 
AUSTIN has a serious knee injury and may 
not be able to wrestle for a long time. Could it 
really be true that BIG VAN VADER 
sabotaged him?! 


All this—and much more!—in the April 1995 
issue of Inside Wrestling 


Ever wonder what wrestling would be like had 
ARNOLD SKAALAND not thrown in the 
towel? How about if the VON ERICHS had all 
lived? If HULK HOGAN lost the “loser-must- 
retire” match to RIC FLAIR? If VINCE 
McMAHON had been found guilty? We 
speculate in a special “What If ...” section ... 
TED DiBIASE’S Corporation is about to fall 
apart. We tell you why! ... You know a 
JERRY LAWLER-JIM CORNETTE strategy 
session would be outrageous. Listen in on a 
“Meeting Of The Mouths” 


All this—and much more!—in the April 1995 
issue of The Wrestler 


CALIFORNIA 
SUN VALLEY—Slammers Wrestling Federation at 
Slammers Gym: El Toro Bravo defeated The Samoan 
Kid ... Hombre De Oro and Dynamite Diana wrestled 
to a double-countout ... Tyrone Little defeated 
“Beautiful” Bruce Beaudine ... Heavyweight champi- 
on Jeff Lindberg defeated Movie Star Mike by disqual- 
ification in a non-title dog collar match ... Movie Star 
Mike won a battle royal. 
(01-01-95) 

—Gregg John 


SAN FRANCISCO—WWF at the Cow Palace: The 
Smokin’ Gunns beat The Heavenly Bodies ... Wink & 
Pink beat Queasy & Sleazy ... Bam Bam Bigelow 
defeated Adam Bomb ... Lex Luger wrestled Tatanka 
to a double- countout ... “Man O' War” Aldo Montoya 
pinned “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve Lombardi ... 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon beat Bob 
Backlund ... Davey Boy Smith beat Jim Neidhart ... 
The Undertaker beat Irwin R. Schyster. 
(12-30-94) 

—Chrissy Vogel 


ANAHEIM—WWF at Arrowhead Pond: The Smokin’ 
Gunns defeated The Heavenly Bodies ... Wink & Pink 
beat Queasy & Sleazy ... Adam Bomb beat Bam Bam 
Bigelow ... Lex Luger wrestled Tatanka to a double- 
countout ... “Man O' War” Aldo Montoya defeated 
“Brooklyn Brawler” Steve Lombardi 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon defeated Bob 
Backlund ... Davey Boy Smith pinned Jim Neidhart 
... The Undertaker beat Irwin R. Schyster. 
(12-29-94) 

—Linda Martino 


SAN DIEGO—WWF at the Sports Arena: Adam Bomb 
defeated Bam Bam Bigelow ... “Man 0’ War” Aldo 
Montoya defeated “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve 
Lombardi ... World champion Diesel defeated Bob 
Backlund .,, Lex Luger wrestled Tatanka to a double- 
countout ... Wink & Pink beat Queasy & Sleazy ... 
Davey Boy Smith beat Jim Neidhart ... The Smokin’ 
Gunns beat The Heavenly Bodies ... The Undertaker 
beat Irwin R. Schyster. 
(12-28-94) 

—Anne Taylor 
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LOS ANGELES—WWF at the Great Western Forum: 
Bam Bam Bigelow beat Adam Bomb ... “Man O° 
War” Aldo Montoya beat “Brooklyn Brawler” Steve 
Lombardi ... Davey Boy Smith beat Jim Neidhart ... 
The Smokin’ Gunns defeated The Heavenly Bodies 
... Lex Luger wrestled Tatanka to a double- countout 
... Wink & Pink beat Queasy & Sleazy ... The 
Undertaker pinned Invin R, Schyster ... World champi- 
on Diesel beat Bob Backlund. 
(12-27-94) 

—Angel Hernandez 


SACRAMENTO—WWF at the Arco Arena: Bam Bam 
Bigelow beat The Kid ... “Man O’ War” Aldo Montoya 
beat “Brooklyn Brawler" Steve Lombardi ... The 
Smokin’ Gunns defeated The Heavenly Bodies .., 
Lex Luger wrestled Tatanka to a double-countout ... 
Wink & Pink beat Queasy & Cheesy ... World champi- 
on Diesel beat Bob Backlund ... Davey Boy Smith 
beat Jim Neidhart ... The Undertaker beat Irwin R. 
Schyster. 
(12-26-94) 

—Darren McMichael 


DELAWARE 
NEWARK—WWF Wrestling Superstars taping at the 
Bob Carpenter Center: Owen Hart & Jim Neidhart beat 
Men On A Mission when Hart pinned Mo ... Bob 
“Spark Plugg” Holly & The Kid beat Well Dunn ... 
The Minotaur beat Walt Stone ... Adam Bomb beat 
Mark Starr ... Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly & The Kid 
beat The Heavenly Bodies ... The Blacksmith defeat- 
ed Barry Hardy ... Henry Godwin defeated Rich 
Myers ... Duke “The Dumpster” Droese beat Chris 
Canyon ... World champion Diesel defeated Bob 
Backlund ... Bam Bam Bigelow & Tatanka beat The 
Headshrinkers ... King Kong Bundy beat Nick 
Barbary ... “Man O° War” Aldo Montoya defeated 
Nick Torentino ... Intercontinental champion Razor 
Ramon beat King Kong Bundy by disqualification 
when Jeff Jarrett interfered ... Bob Backlund beat 
Bob Knight ... Mabel beat Mike Sharpe ... 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon beat Jeremy 
Power. 
(12-14-94) 

—Marion Zimmerman 


FLORIDA 

AUBURNDALE—Florida Wrestling Federation/UCWA 
benefit card for Toys For Tots at the Flea Market: 
Freight Train Freddie defeated “Wild” Bill Garrett ... 
“Outlaw” Cody Wade wrestled Dr. Doom to a draw ... 
The Lightning Express defeated Mr. Twilight ... The 
Black Assassin defeated Brain Scan ... The Black 
Sudan and Donny York Jr. wrestled to a double-dis- 
qualification ... The Hitmen beat Jammin’ Jonnie & 
Slick Willie ... Dr. Doom defeated Brain Scan ... 
Freight Train Freddie beat The Assassin ... The 
Black Assassin defeated Mr. Twilight ... Al “Wild 
Thing” Hardimon pinned The Psycho ... Donny York 
Jr, beat The Black Sudan in a “Singapore caning” 
match ... Mr. Albino beat The Dirty Yellow Dog ... 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PW! Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena Report 
¢/o Pro Wrestling fllustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 
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Slick Willie & Al “Wild Thing” Hardimon beat The 
Hitmen ... Freight Train Freddie won a battle royal. 
(12-24-94) 

—Roy Hasen 


YBOR CITY—ICWA at the Blues Ship Cafe: Phil 
DeCarlo beat Tim Steele ... The Heartbreaker defeat- 
ed Buddy Valentine ... The Ayala Brothers beat The 
Southern Outlaws by disqualification .. Koji 
Kanemoto & Osamu Nishimura and The Black 
Hearts wrestled to a double-countout. 
(12-07-94) 

—Shannon Rose 


GEORGIA 

CHATSWORTH—Tri-Star Wrestling at Spring Place: 
Magic Dragon beat Sam Hain ... Sam Colt wrestled 
Blazing Fury to a double- disqualification .., Chuck 
Colt beat Magic Dragon ... Mark Pain beat Southern 
Rebel ... Johnny Blaze beat Jimmy Sharpe. 


(12-17-94) 
—Bill Needham 


CHATSWORTH—Tri-Star Wrestling at Spring Place: 
The Magic Dragon beat Chuck Colt by disqualification 
... Jimmy Sharpe beat Keith Hart by disqualification ... 
Blazing Fury beat Chris Steelheart by disqualification 
... Frankie Lee beat Mark Pain ,.. Keith Hart & Chris 
Steelheart defeated Roger Sartain & Jimmy Sharpe. 
(12-10-94) 

—Bill Needham 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA Arena: 
Roger Sartain beat Chuck Colt by disqualification ... 
Kenny Arden beat Frankie Lee ... Larry Santana & 
Johnny Blaze wrestled Richie Dye & Black 
Terminator to a double-disqualification ... Roger 
Sartain & Joel Travis beat Keith Hart & Chris 
Steelhart ... Sam Colt beat Jimmy Sharpe. 
(12-16-94) 

—Bill Needham 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA Arena: 
Richie Dye beat Chuck Colt ... Chris Steelheart wres- 
tled Keith Hart to a no-contest ... The Black 
Terminator wrestled Larry Santana to a double- 
countout ... Tag team champions Bad Medicine defeat- 
ed John Humphries & Frankie Lee ... Kenny Arden 
defeated TV champion Johnny Blayze to win the title 
... Sam Colt defeated heavyweight champion Jimmy 
Sharpe to win the title. 
(12-09-94) 

—Bill Needham 


ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO—WCW at the Rosemont Horizon: Alex 
Wright pinned Jean-Paul LeVeque ... TV champion 
Johnny B. Badd defeated Bunkhouse Buck ... The 
Nasty Boys defeated World tag team champions 
Harlem Heat in a non-titie match ... U.S. champion Big 
Van Vader pinned Hacksaw Duggan ... Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell & The Patriot beat Paul Orndorff 


& Paul Roma when Bagwell pinned Roma ... Dustin 
Rhodes defeated Arn Anderson in a bullrope match ... 
Hulk Hogan & Sting beat Brutus “The Butcher” 
Beefcake & Avalanche. 
(12-29-94) 

—Brett A. Rude 


HARVARD—Windy City Wrestling at The Stratford: 
Ripper Manson (with Lady J.J.) defeated lightweight 
champion Steve Boz in a non-title match ... Kodiak 
pinned Sonny Rogers ... Women's champion Toni 
Alexis defeated Amazon ... League champion Mike 
Anthony pinned Christopher Daniels .., Hellraiser 
defeated Freight Train ... The Wrecking Crew defeat- 
ed fag team champions “Iron” Mike Samson & Kevin 
Quinn to regain the belts. 
(12-16-94) 

—Steve Cain 


OAK PARK—Windy City Wrestling at the Oak Park 
Pavilion: Severance pinned “Varsity” Bill Wilson ... 
Danny Dominion (with Brett Sanders) beat 
Christopher Daniels ... Women’s champion Toni 
Alexis defeated Amazon by disqualification ... Kodiak 
pinned league champion Mike Anthony in a non-title 
match ... Middleweight champion Kevin Quinn (with 
Brett Sanders) & heavyweight champion “Iron” Mike 
Samson (with Vinnie Carbone) defeated tag team 
champions The Wrecking Crew to win the title ... The 
Wrecking Crew were joint winners of a battle royal, 


(12-10-94) 
—Steve Cain 


KENTUCKY 2 
ASHLAND—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the National 
Guard Armory; The Buddha beat The Executioner ... 
Tracey Smothers defeated Bryant Anderson in an “! 
Quit” match ... Cactus Jack beat Chris Candido In a 
falls-count-anywhere match ... Buddy Landell beat 
heavyweight champion Tony Anthony by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Rock ’n’ Roll Express & Bobby Blaze beat 
The Gangstas & D-Lo Brown. 
(12-30-94 

—Mike Madden 


ERLANGER—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at Peel's 
Palace: Sean Casey beat Brian Taylor ... Tracey 
Smothers beat Bryant Anderson in an “I Quit” match 
... Cactus Jack pinned Chris Candido in a falls-count- 
anywhere match ... Buddy Landell beat heavyweight 
champion Tony Anthony by disqualification ... Tag 
team champions The Rock ’n’ Roll Express beat The 
Gangstas ,.. Cactus Jack won a battle royal. 
(12-29-94) 

—Homer Earleson 


MASSACHUSETTS 

WESTWOOD—IWF at the High School: Mike Hollow 
defeated Mad Dog Richard by disqualification ... 
Alexis Starr & Tony Falcon beat Brittany Brown & 
Masked Castro ... Smooth Operator wrestled The 
Russian Mauler to a double-countout .., Bulldozer 
beat Tim McNeany ... Tony Roy beat Storm Trooper 
... Tito Santana beat Rick Martel by countout. 


(12-10-94) 
—Jody Hiller 


NEW JERSEY 
BRICKTOWN—Garden State Wrestling at Mike 
Sharpe's Gym: “Skinhead” Steve Hess defeated The 
Nomad in a dog-collar match ... Ghetto Blaster, 
Maverick, and Big Doc beat Theodore Eacher & His 
Honor Roll ... C.J. Summers defeated “Psychotron” 
Ken Porter in a mosh pit match ... Rocco Dorsey beat 
The Juggernaut ... Donnie B. Deviously & Fred “The 
Elephant Boy” Schreiber defeated Kid Vicious & 
Santa Claus ... “Beautiful” Bobby Hu defeated Super 
Nova in a match in which fans brought more than 100 
weapons to be used during the bout ... The Alliance 
defeated The Stock Exchange in a steel cage 
match. 
(12-17-94) 

—Al Stalman 


NEW YORK 
UTICA—WWF at the War Memorial: Bam Bam 
Bigelow beat Adam Bomb ... Doink The Clown beat 
“Brooklyn Brawler” Steve Lombardi ... The 
Headshrinkers beat The Executioners .,. World 
champion Diesel beat Bob Backlund ... The Kid 
defeated Nikolai Volkoff ... Owen Hart & Jim Neidhart 
beal Men On A Mission ,.. The Undertaker beat Irwin 
R. Schyster. 
(12-11-94) 

—Gina Barlow 


NORTH CAROLINA 
KINGS MOUNTAIN—North American Wrestling Alliance 
TV taping at the National Guard Armory: George South 
beat James Atkins ... “Iceman” Kenny V beat Darrell 
Duggan by disqualification ... American G.I. & Dozer 
beat Mr. X & Thunderfoot | ... Rick Slagle & Speedy 
Gonzalez beat Flaming Youth & Rick Michaels ... 
Johnny B, Goode & Scotty Piper wrestled Scotty Hot 
Body & Scotty McKeever to a draw ... David Isely & 
Ken Kirby wrestled The Texas Outlaws to a double- 
disqualification ... The Ringlords beat Johnny B. 
Goode & Scotty Piper ... Mad Dog pinned Scotty Hot 
Body ... Flaming Youth beat George South by dis- 
qualification ... American G.I. & Dozer beat The 
Assassin & Scotty McKeever by disqualification ... 
Demolition Ax pinned Super Rocker, 
(12-31-94) 

—Dan Parris 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—Big Time Wrestling at the National 
Guard Armory: Chris Hamrick defeated O.L. Cool ... 
The Eliminator beat High Performance ... Stone Cold 
Kid and Jim Tucker wrestled to a double-countout ... 
Emilio Ulacia wrestled The Ebony Playboy to a time- 
limit draw ... "Rebel Stud" Bo Dalton defeated Rick 
Michaels ... National tag team champions The Texas 
Outlaws wrestled Jay Eagle & Wahoo McDaniel to a 
draw in a best-of-three-falls match. Eagle & McDaniel 
won the first fall, the Outlaws won the second, and the 
third ended in a double-disqualification. 
(12-17-94) 

—Dan Parris 


WALLACE—ICW at the Armory: Brent Maverick beat 
Agent Steel ... Johnny Dollars beat Kevin Reed ... 
The Real Deal beat The Lightning Express ... Dark 
Star pinned Eliminator ... “Iron” Mike Majors pinned 
“Mean” Mare Ash to win the vacant heavyweight title. 
(12-31-94) 

—Marcus Watkins 


ABLEMARLE—Pro Wrestling Federation at Breakers: 
Russian Assassin II beat T.C. Flexer ... Black 
Scorpion beat Sub Zero ... Venom pinned High 
Voltage ... Damage Inc. beat Brian Williams & 
Wolverine ... Tyrone Knox beat Randy Sledge ... 
Austin Steele & Terry Austin beat Star Ryder & 
Flaming Youth ... Tyrone Knox won a battle royal. 
(12-30-94) 

—Kevin Reese 


TAYLORSVILLE—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
National Guard Armory: Russian Assassin Il beat The 
Southern Rocker ... Tyrone Knox beat The Texas 
Outlaw ... Damage Inc. beat Chris Hamrick & Brian 
Williams ... Austin Steele & Terry Austin defeated 
Star Ryder & Flaming Youth ... Masked Maniac won 
a battle royal. 
(12-25-94) 

—Julie Young 


LINCOLNTON—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Armory: Tyrone Knox defeated Russian Assassin Il 
... Damage Inc. beat Chris Hamrick & “American 
Ninja” Brian Williams ... Flaming Youth defeated 
Black Scorpion ... Texas Outlaw beat Black 
Scorpion in a bullrope match ... Terry Austin & Austin 
Steele defeated Star Ryder & “Ravishing” Randy 
Sledge ... Brian Williams won a battle royal. 


(12-17-94) 
—Ed Winston 


MOUNT AIRY—AIWF at the Old Jones Elementary 
School: Chris Windham pinned King Cobra ... 
Roadblock Rex & Major Havoc defeated The 
Intimidator & Pete Powers ... Bad Brad and The 
Intimidator wrestled to a double-disqualification ... 
Johnny Reb beat Brian Danzig in a bullrope match ... 
Justice Inc. wrestled to a double-countout with Major 
Havoc & Bad Brad .,. Sebastian Kane & Chuck The 
Kosher Killer defeated The Bingman Brothers ... 
Sebastian Kane won a battle royal, last eliminating 
Chris Windham. 
(12-17-94) 

—Dean Puckett 


ELKIN—Pro Wrestling Federation at the Armory: 
Damage Inc. defeated Brian Williams & Southern 
Rocker ... Texas Outlaw beat Flaming Youth in a bull- 
rope match ... Terry Austin & Austin Steele beat Star 
Ryder & Italian Stallion by disqualification ... Masked 
Maniac won a battle royal. 
(12-16-94) 

—Tom Davies 


CHARLOTTE—Pro Wrestling Federation free evening 
card for underprivileged children at the Grady Cole 
Center; High Voltage defeated Venom ... Star Ryder 
beat Russian Assassin ... Jay Eagle & Wahoo 
McDaniel beat Chris Hamrick & Rick Michaels ... The 
Grinch beat Little Farmer John in midgets match ... 
The Bushwhackers beat Austin Steele & Terry 
Austin ... Heavyweight champion Italian Stallion beat 
Vampire Warrior ... “American Ninja” Brian Williams 
won a battle royal. 
(12-10-94) 

—Dan Parris 


CHARLOTTE—Pro Wrestling Federation free matinee 
card for underprivileged children at the Grady Cole 
Center; High Voltage beat Venom ... Star Ryder beat 
Russian Assassin ... Wahoo McDaniel beat Black 
Scorpion by disqualification ... Little Farmer John 
defeated The Grinch in a midgets match ... The 
Bushwhackers beat Austin Steele & Terry Austin by 
disqualification ... Heavyweight champion Italian 
Stallion beat Vampire Warrior ... Tyrone Knox won a 
battle royal. 
(12-10-94) 

—Dan Parris 


CREEDMOOR—Southern Championship Wrestling at 
the Hawley Middle School Gym: Ice beat The Night 
Breed ... The Bounty Hunter beat The Iron Chief ... 
Ricky Lee beat The Blue Angel ... Viper beat The 
Intruder by disqualification ... Poison Ivy defeated 
Mike Justice by disqualification ... Pat & C.W. 
Anderson beat The Rat Pack by disqualification ... The 
Intruder won a battle royal. 
(12-10-94) 

—Rick Slocum 


MORGANTON—Smoky Mountain Wresting at the 
Collette Street Recreation Center; Tracey Smothers 
beat Bryant Anderson ... Heavyweight champion Tony 
Anthony beat Jim Cornette & Bruiser Bedlam in a 
handicap match ... Tracey Smothers & Tony Anthony 
beat Chris Candido & Boo Bradley ... Tag team 
champions The Gangstas beat The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express in a ghetto street fight, 
(12-09-94) 

—Linda Ryan 


OHIO 
MARION—ASWA TV taping at the United Steel 
Workers’ Union Hall: Jimmie Lee beat The Prince Of 
Polyester ... Raewyn Hunter beat Pete The Pirate ... 
Kid Collins & Frank Staletto beat Max Prophet & Isha 
Dekimasu ... Lumbering Jack beat Lou Marconi ... 
Bo Dacious & Future Shock defeated Ron 
Cumberledge & Chris Harris ... Tag team champions 
Derek Stone & Lou Marconi beat Bo Dacious & 
Future Shock. 
(12-09-94) 

—Jeff Gorman 
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OKLAHOMA 
MOORE—Power Zone Wrestling Alliance at the Main 
Event Arena: Bone Crusher defeated "Be2ach Boy” 
Shawn Summers (managed by Mr. Sawyer) by dis- 
qualification ... Rick Valentine wrestled Billy Phoenix 
to a draw ... Stagger Lee beat Tom Jones by disquali- 
fication ,,. Casey Cannon beat TNT by disqualification 
.. The Pony Express defeated The Brotherhood Of 
Pain, 
(01-01-95) 

—Clark Peterson 


PENNSYLVANIA 
ORWIGSBURG—International Championship Wrestling 
TV taping at the Memorial Building: Scott Putski (with 
Ivan Putski) defeated King Kahlua ... Johnny Gunn & 
Jim Powers beat Tony Atlas & Greg Valentine after 
Valentine took money from manager Darren Wise, 
abandoned Atlas, and left the ring ... Crash beat 
Johnny Graham ... Koko B. Ware beat Mike Scrow .., 
Border Patrol beat Bert Centano & Jackknife Johnny 
,., Bert Centano & Johnny Graham defeated Tony 
Atlas & Greg Valentine by countout ... The Funny 
Clown pinned King Kahlua ... American Ninja defeat- 
ed Mike Scrow .., Scott Putski beat Border Patrol! ... 
Crash (manged by Darren Wise) pinned Koko B. Ware 
... American Ninja beat Johnny Graham ... Tony 
Atlas defeated Greg Valentine by disqualification ... 
The Funny Clown pinnd Jackknife Johnny ... Johnny 
Gunn & Jim Powers beat Border Patrol ... King 
Kahlua beat Bert Centano ... Heavyweight champion 
Tito Santana beat Crash. 
(12-27-94) 

—Timothy A, Walker 


BEAVER—United States Wrestling League at the High 
School: Lord Zoltan beat T.C. Reynolds ... Johnny 
Polo beat Ron Cumberledge .., Sheriff Steele beat 
Big Bully Busick by disqualification ... Doink The 
Clown beat Rick Martel by disqualification ... 
Moondog Splat beat T. Rantula. 
(12-18-94) 

—vackie Martin 


BUTLER—United States Wrestling League at the High 
School: J.T. Lightning & Lord Zoltan beat Super 
Mario & The Juicer ... Sheriff Steele beat Jason The 
Terrible ... T.C. Reynolds beat Gino Rocco ... T. 
Rantula wrestled Moondog Splat to a double-countout 
... Johnny Polo beat Ron Cumberledge ... Doink The 
Clown beat Rick Martel by disqualification. 
(12-17-94) 

—May Duncannon 


LEBANON—Northeastern Wrestling at the Fairgrounds 
Expo Center: Stu Braxton beat Corporal Punishment 
... Pete D’Anato beat Battlestar ... Harley Lewis 
defeated Derrick Domino ,,. Johnny Rebel beat 
“Disco” Joey Travolta ... Chris Canyon & J.S. Storm 
beat Glenn Osbourne & Tony Stetson ... Hog 
Calhoun defeated Wolfman ... Headshrinker Samu 
defeated “Super” Steve Smith, 

—Jason Neal 


PHILADELPHIA—Extreme Championship Wrestling 
“Holiday Hell \l" at the ECW Arena: Steve Richards 
pinned J.T. Smith ... TV champion Dean Malenko 
defeated “Surfer” Ray Odyssey by submission ... 
Chris Benoit defeated Hack Myers ... 911 pinned The 
Pit Bulls in a handicap match .,. Tommy Dreamer & 
Cactus Jack defeated The Sandman & Tommy Cairo 
... Heavyweight champion Shane Douglas pinned Ron 
Simmons ,.. Tag team champions Public Enemy 
defeated Sabu & Tasmaniac.in a no-disqualification 
match, 
(12-17-94) 

—Bart Orkline 


HAMBURG—Extreme Championship Wrestling TV tap- 
ing at the Field House: The Pit Bulls (with Jason) 
defeated Bad Breed ... Tommy Dreamer defeated 
Chad Austin ... Steve Richards pinned Dan Harris ... 
Ron Simmons won an anything-goes battle royal, last 
eliminating Chris Benoit and Dean Malenko ... 
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Tommy Dreamer, Cactus Jack, & Mikey Whipwreck 
beat The Sandman, Tommy Cairo, & Steve Richards 
... Tasmaniac pinned Chaos ... Tag team champions 
Public Enemy beat J.T. Smith & Hack Myers ... 
Tommy Dreamer pinned Steve Richards ... The Pit 
Bulls beat Dan Harris & Chaos ... Tommy Dreamer & 
Mystery Woman beat Tommy Cairo & Angel in a 
mixed tag team match ... Tommy Dreamer defeated 
heavyweight champion Shane Douglas by disqualifica- 
tion. 
(12-16-94) 

—Bart Orkline 


BRISTOL—Extreme Championship Wrestling at the 
Louis Armstrong Middle School: The Pit Bulls (with 
Jason) beat J.T. Smith & Steve Richards ... 911 
(managed by Paul E, Dangerously) pinned The Young 
Dragons in a handicap match ... Tasmaniac beat Al 
Snow ... Heavyweight champion Shane Douglas beat 
Hack Myers ... Tommy Dreamer & Peaches defeated 
Tommy Cairo & Angel. The male member of the win- 
ning team was to meet The Sandman in a “Singapore 
caning” match, but Cairo and Sandman attacked 
Dreamer and Cactus Jack, who had come to 
Dreamer's aid, and the match never took place ... Tag 
team champions Public Enemy beat Cactus Jack & 
Mikey Whipwreck in a falls-count-anywhere 
match, 
(12-10-94) 

—Bart Orkline 


TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: Doug 
Gilbert beat Tony Williams ... Tag team champions 
PG-13 beat Don Bass & Reggie B. Fine ... Southern 
champion Tommy Rich defeated King Cobra ... Bill 
Dundee beat Scott Bowden .,, The Moondogs beat 
Jimmy & Ron Harris ... Tag team champions PG-13 
beat Doug Gilbert & Tommy Rich ... Jerry Lawler 
beat Spellbinder by disqualification ... Brian 
Christopher beat heavyweight champion Sid Vicious 
by disqualification when Doug Gilbert & Tommy Rich 
interfered. 
(01-02-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: Reggie 
B. Fine beat Tony Williams ... Ken Rayburn beat 
Frank Parker ,.. Miss Texas defeated Scott Bowden; 
as the result of a prematch stipulation, Bowden had to 
eat a can of dog food ... Jimmy & Ron Harris beat tag 
team champions The Moondogs to win the belts ... 
PG-13 beat tag team champions Jimmy & Ron Harris 
to win the belts ... Bill Dundee & Jimmy Valiant beat 
Doug Gilbert & Tommy Rich in a “losers-get-tarred- 
and-feathered” match ... Spellbinder & Sid Vicious 
beat Brian Christopher & Jerry Lawler by disqualifica- 
tion when Lawler was caught throwing fire at Spellbinder 
... Brian Christopher defeated Reggie B. Fine after 
both had won separate battle royals. Christopher was 
then awarded a title match against heavyweight champi- 
on Sid Vicious, which he won by disqualification when 
Spellbinder interfered. 
(12-26-94) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: King 
Cobra defeated Don Bass by disqualification .,. Miss 
Texas defeated Scott Bowden & Candi Devine in a 
handicap match when she pinned Bowden .... 
Spellbinder pinned Rick Morton with his own feet on 
the ropes ... Ron Harris won a six-man tag team elimi- 
nation match between Ron & Jimmy Harris, PG-13, 
and The Moondogs ... Tommy Rich pinned Southem 
champion Brian Christopher to win the title after Doug 
Gilbert, who was at ringside disguised as Santa Claus, 
shoved Christopher off the top rope while referee Frank 
Morell was knocked unconscious. Had Rich lost, he 
would have been forced to leave the USWA .., Bill 
Dundee beat Doug Gilbert in an “| Quit’ match ... 
Brian Christopher & Jerry Lawler beat Sid Vicious & 
Spellbinder. 
(12-19-94) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: Doug 
Basham beat Sof. Victor ... Miss Texas defeated 
Scott Bowden jn a loser-must-wear-a-diaper match ... 
Jimmy & Ron Harris won a “triple threat” tag team 
match, defeating both The Moondogs & Wolfie D & 
Doug Basham ... Spellbinder beat King Cobra ... Bill 
Dundee (with Doug Basham) defeated Doug Gilbert 
(with Scott Bowden) in a “coward-waves-the-flag” 
match .., Southern champion Brian Christopher beat 
Tommy Rich. After the match, Rich stole the belt and 
fled to the dressing room ... Adam Bomb defeated 
heavyweight champion Sid Viclous by disqualification 
when Spellbinder interfered. 
(12-12-94) 

—WMark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: Miss 
Texas defeated Women's champion Candi Devine to 
win the title ... Jimmy & Ron Harris defeated PG-13 to 
earn a shot at the tag team title ... Tag team champions 
The Moondogs beat Jimmy & Ron Harris ... Bill 
Dundee beat Doug Gilbert by reverse decision ... 
Spellbinder beat Jerry Lawler by disqualification ... 
Brian Christopher pinned Southern champion Tommy 
Rich to win the title ... Sid Vicious & Spelibinder wres- 
tled to a double-disqualification with Men On A Mission 
«. The steel cage tag team elimination match between 
Brian Christopher, Bill Dundee, Jerry Lawler, & 
Frank Morell and Don Bass, Scott Bowden, Doug 
Gilbert, & Tommy Rich was declared a no-contest 
when Sid Vicious and Spellbinder interfered and 
attacked Lawler. 
(12-05-94) 

—Mark Mitchell & Mark Cassell 


JOHNSON CITY—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at 
Freedom Hall: The Power Ranger beat D-Lo Brown... 
Tracey Smothers beat Bryant Anderson in an “I Quit’ 
match ... Cactus Jack pinned Chris Candido in a falls- 
count-anywhere match ... Buddy Landell beat heavy- 
weight champion Tony Anthony (with “Dirty White 
Git!” Kimberly) by disqualification when Kimberly gave 
Anthony a plastic garbage bag to put over Landell's 
head ... Tag team champions The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express (managed by Jim Cornette) defeated The 
Gangstas when Rick Morton pinned New Jack. 


(12-26-94) 
—Bill Needham 


KNOXVILLE—Smoky Mountain Wrestling al the Civic 
Coliseum: The Power Ranger beat D-Lo Brown ... 
Tracey Smothers defeated Bryant Anderson in an “! 
Quit" match ... Buddy Landell defeated heavyweight 
champion Tony Anthony by disqualification ... Cactus 
Jack & Tracey Smothers (substituting for Brian Lee) 
defeated Boo Bradley & Chris Candido when Jack 
pinned Candido ... The Rock 'n’ Roll Express (man- 
aged by Jim Cornette) defeated tag team champions 
The Gangstas to regain the belts. 
(12-25-94) 

—Dave Jackson 


SEVIERVILLE—International Pro Wrestling Federation 
at the Community Center: Anthony Michaels defeated 
Billy Marshall ... The Ninja Turtle beat Kevin Sexton 
«+ Keith Hart wrestled Tom Pitner to a draw ... Tim 
Horner & Wolfman defeated The Infernos ... Tony 
Anthony beat Kendo The Samurai ... Road Warrior 
Hawk pinned Killer Kyle. 
(12-17-94) 

—Bill Needham 


GREENEVILLE—Al|I-Pro Wrestling at the National 
Guard Armory: Tiny defeated The Bad Boys in a handi- 
cap match .., The Trouble Makers beat The Blacktop 
Bully (not the WCW wrestler) & The Stalker .., Stallion 
beat Dr, Feelgood .,. Mike & Sam Spade (with Wild 
Bill) beat The Intruders ... Cherokee Renegade & 
Alex Shane beat Stan Lee & Allen King ... Tracey 
Smothers pinned The Midnight Mauler ,.. The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express beat Chainz & The Ghost 
Rider. 
(12-16-94) 

—Bill Needham 


MORRISTOWN—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the 
East High School: Tracey Smothers beat Bryant 
Anderson ... Tony Anthony & Ron Wright beat Jim 
Cornette & Bruiser Bedlam ... Tracey Smothers & 
The Mongolian Stomper defeated Chris Candido & 


Boo Bradley ... Tag team champions The Gangstas 
beat The Rock 'n’ Roll Express in a ghetto street 
fight. 
(12-10-94) 

—Esther Lynn Watson 
TEXAS 


DALLAS—NWA at the Sportatorium: Rod Price 
defeated Bo Vegas ... Chaz Taylor & Bambi beat 
Alex Porteau & Peggy Lee Leather ... Tony Norris 
beat Guido Falcone by disqualification ... Dick 
Murdoch & Black Bart beat Sam Houston & Chris 
Adams ... North American champion Kevin Von 
Erich beat Greg Valentine by disqualification. 
(01-01-95) 

—Jenna Marley 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 
CLOVERDALE, BRITISH COLUMBIA—West Coast 
Championship Wrestling at the Fairgrounds Products 
Building: The Basher beat The Silver Shadow ... 
The Cobra beat Marvin The Lunatic ... Buddy 
Wayne beat J.T. Styles in a lumberjack match ... 
Trashman & Firefighter Adrian beat “Diamond” 
Timothy Flowers & Head Of Security Rockford ... 
Johnny Canuck pinned “Blond Bomber” Mike Starr 
in a loser-leaves-town match ... The Bodyguard 
pinned heavyweight champion Rocky Dellaserra to 
win the title. Due to a prematch stipulation, 
Dellaserra must now retire. 
(12-10-94) 

—Paul Kamrar & Tim Alba 


JOLIETTE, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at Joliette College: Black Bear beat The 
Headhunters in a handicap match ... The Ninja & 
The Cannibal beat Darkman & Boris Khrushchev 
after Darkman turned against Khrushchev ... 
Heavyweight champion Dream Killer beat The Rebel 
.. El Diablero, The Chameleon, & Phil Belanger 
defeated Iceman, Frank Blues, & Syl Dancer in a 
best-of-three-falls match ... Black Bear won a 12- 
man battle royal, last eliminating Phil Belanger. 
(12-10-94) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


CALGARY, ALBERTA—Canadian Rocky Mountain 
Wrestling at the Victoria Park Community Center: Flip 
Lee, Kriss Kramer, & Don McCullough beat J.J. 
Taylor, Katana, & Fernando Valentino ... Black 
Bart beat Sonny Corleone ... Johnny Coultrain 
beat Steve Rivers to win the North American mid- 
heavyweight title ... Atomic Punk & Super Kungo 
beat Steve Gillespie & Steve Wilde ... Firefighter 
Adrian and Timothy Flowers wrestled to a double- 
countout. 
(12-09-94) 

—Mike Hewel 


GERMANY 
MUNSTER—WCW at Halle Munsterland: Alex 
Wright beat Bobby Eaton ... Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell & The Patriot defeated World tag team 
champions Harlem Heat in a non-title match ... TV 
champion Johnny B. Badd beat Jean-Paul LeVeque 
.. The Nasty Boys beat Arn Anderson & 
Bunkhouse Buck ... Sting beat Paul Roma. 
(12-13-94) 

—John Hansel 


BERLIN—WWF at Deutschlandhalle: “Man O’ War” 
Aldo Montoya beat Pierre ... The Bushwhackers 
defeated Timothy Well & Barry Horowitz (substitut- 


ing for Steven Dunn) ... Duke “The Dumpster” 
Droese defeated Kwang The Ninja ... Davey Boy 
Smith defeated King Kong Bundy ... The Smokin’ 
Gunns beat The Heavenly Bodies by disqualification 
.. Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon beat Jeff 


Jarrett ... Lex Luger battled Tatanka to a double- 
countout. 
(12-07-94) 

—Karl Welmer 
GREAT BRITAIN 


SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND—WWF at the Arena: “Man 
0’ War” Aldo Montoya defeated Pierre ... The 
Bushwhackers beat Timothy Well & Barry 
Horowitz (substituting for Steven Dunn) ... Duke 
“The Dumpster” Droese beat Kwang The Ninja ... 
Lex Luger beat Tatanka ... The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat The Heavenly Bodies by disqualification ... 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon pinned Jeff 


Jarrett ... Davey Boy Smith defeated King Kong 
Bundy. 
(12-06-94) 

—Niles Wellford 
JAPAN 


TOKYO—All-Japan at Budokan Hall: Masao Inoue 
beat Kentaro Shiga ... Rusher Kimura, Mitsuo 
Momota, & Yoshinari Ogawa beat Mighty Inoue, 
Haruka Eigen, & Masa Fuchi ... Dory Funk dr. & 
Johnny Smith beat The Eagle & The Falcon ... Dan 
Spivey & Jim Steele beat Ryukaku Izumida & 
Tamon Honda ... Dan Kroffat & Doug Furnas beat 
Satoru Asako & Tsuyoshi Kikuchi ... Jun Akiyama 
& Takao Omori beat Abdullah The Butcher & Giant 
Kamala ll ... Mitsuharu Misawa & Kenta Kobashi 
beat Steve Williams & Johnny Ace in the finals of a 
tournament to win the vacant All-Japan and Pacific 
Wrestling Federation tag team titles ... Stan Hansen 
& Giant Baba beat Toshiaki Kawada & Akira Taue. 
(12-10-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
MARCH 


CALIFORNIA 
LOS ANGELES—NWA at the Olympic Auditorium: 
Art Dominguez and Dory Dixon wrestled to a 15- 
minute time-limit draw ... Mr. Saito beat La Pantera 
Negra ... Kubla Khan defeated Salvador Lothario 
... Don Carson & Black Gordman defeated Kenji 
Shibuya & New Goliath in a best-of-three-falls match 
.. Americas’ champion John Tolos beat Killer 
Kowalski ... Raul Mata beat Brother Joseph ... 
Kenji Shibuya defeated Mr. Saito, 
(03-24-72) 

—PWI archives 


NEW YORK 
NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Little Beaver & Irish Jackie beat Sky Low Low & 
Little Brutus in a midget match ... Thunderbolt 
Patterson defeated Tom Branden ... Bulldog 
Brower defeated Louis Cerdan ... Johnny Rodz 
beat Bob Harmon ... Baron Mikel Scicluna and 
John L. Sullivan wrestled to a time-limit draw. 
(03-07-69) 

—Richard McCann 


PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA—NWA at the Civic Center: Pez 
Whatley defeated Leo Burke ... Jim Garvin beat 
Sam Houston ... Tully Blanchard defeated Ron 
Bass ... U.S. champion Magnum T.A. defeated 
Nikita Koloff by disqualification ... World tag team 
champions The Midnight Express beat The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express by disqualification ... World champion 
Ric Flair beat Ron Garvin ... Dusty Rhodes defeat- 
ed Arn Anderson in a Texas death match. 
(03-22-86) 

—PWI archives 
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Don’t you want to get even?” And 
I said to him, “When a man does 
me wrong, I want to get even.” 

ROSENBAUM: | can see where 
Sullivan might have misunderstood 
you. You did have a score to settle 
with Hogan and | can see where 
Sullivan thought that you would want 
to get even. 

SAVAGE: Dave Rosenbaum, 
hear me once because I’m never 
going to say it again: Me and Hulk 
Hogan had our little run-in a 
bunch of years ago, but that’s 
ancient history and it doesn’t 
matter anymore. We settled our 
differences a long time ago and 
now it’s time to go on to some- 
thing else. Besides, the thing that 
tore us apart is no longer a factor, 
and | think any wrestling histori- 
an, which all three of you men 
claim to be, would agree that we 
were better together than apart. 

ELLNER: | wouldn’t agree with 
that. Hogan brought you down, and 
when you broke up, he beat you for 


When Savage first hit the ring, he made it look like he was joining the Three Faces of 
Fear. He says he planned to join Hogan all along, but deceived Kevin Sullivan into 
thinking he would be entering WCW as a rulebreaker. 
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press conference 


(Continued from page 23) 


the WWF World title. 

SAVAGE: SummerSlam 1988. 
Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage. 
Ted DiBiase and 
Andre the Giant. 
Who beat who? 

APTER: Good 
point, Randy, but 
you won another 
title after that. 
Don’t you want a 
shot at the WCW 
World title? 

SAVAGE: 
Sure, Bill, I’d like 
to win the WCW 
World title, but 
what’s right is 
right and a man 
has to do what a 
man has to do. Sa 

ELLNER: What 
in the world does § 
that mean? It sounds |® 
to me like your only 
choice was to go 
after Hogan and the 


title right away. Why wait? 
SAVAGE: Because a man has 
to do what’s right. I’ve changed 


my ways a little, Eddie Ellner, and 
I’m not the man I used to be. I 
finally got it to the point where 
people could say, ““There’s Randy 
Savage. You can trust that man.” 
People used to think of me as a 
wild, out-of-control maniac, and 
that’s not the image I want to 
project. What’s right is right and I 
had to do what’s right. 

ELLNER: Sullivan told me that you 
told him that you were going to be 
there at Starrcade. 

SAVAGE: Wasn’t I? 

ELLNER: And that you were going 
to be there for him. 

SAVAGE: | think me and the 
Three Faces of Fear crossed 
paths, don’t you? 


knew he was dangerous. Try this ques- 
tion on for size, Randy: What do you 
have to gain by being on Hogan's side? 

SAVAGE: | have a better ques- 
tion: What do I have to lose? 
Maybe | don’t want to be a full- 
time wrestler. Maybe there are 
little things | want to do or have 
to do, here and there, and they 
take first priority. Maybe I’m just 
waiting. 

APTER: Waiting for what? 

SAVAGE: Waiting for the 
“Hulkster” to pass the torch once 
again. When he leaves, some- 
body’s going to have to carry the 
fire for him. 

ELLNER: | can’t believe what I’m 
hearing. , 

APTER: How about Sting? 

SAVAGE: Sting is fine. Now 
the “‘Hulkster” has a choice, and 
he also has somebody watching 
his back, just like he once did for 
me some time ago. 

ROSENBAUM: Are you telling 
me this goes back to WrestleMania IV, 
when Hogan helped you win the 
WWE World title? 

SAVAGE: All things add up. He 
owes me and | owe him. Put us 
together and that makes us a 
pretty good team. 


Savage and Hogan were partners at SummerSlam ’88, when they routed Ted DiBiase ELLNER: We'll see about that. 
and Andre the Giant (opposite page), but fell out soon thereafter. The “Hulkster” then SAVAGE: Oh il 
beat Savage for the WWF World title in 1989 (above). The “Macho Man” says the good : yes, we will. 
times with Hogan far outweigh the bad. Ooooooh-yeah! oO 


ELLNER: Let’s face it, Savage, this 
was a well-calculated ruse on your 
part. 

SAVAGE: Maybe so, but they 
were the ones attacking Hulk 
Hogan every chance they got. 
Ever since he got to WCW, it’s 
been one enemy after another, 
attacking him from behind, 
putting on masks, trying to get 
him with chairs and steel pipes. 
Doesn’t anybody play by the rules 
around here? 

APTER: Interesting point ... 

ROSENBAUM: No it’s not. The 
real Randy Savage never played by the 
rules. Even when he was a fan favorite, 
he was never a flat-out good guy. He’d 
always get around one rule or cut the “Da rules tay, he don’ hab to wear shoes if he don’ wan to.” 
corners on another and you always 
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Did you ever think about how 
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chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
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Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 
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money order or cash for immediate shipment! 
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conclude that the World Wrestling 
Federation is in the midst of a major 
decline. Most of the great rulebreakers 
have undergone changes to become 
“goodie-two-shoes” good guys. For ex- 
ample, the “Bad Guy” Razor Ramon 
went from being an entertaining bad 
guy to a man who just calls himself the 
“Bad Guy.” 

There aren’t any good rulebreakers 
around, because they have all gone the 
fan favorite route. Who is left now that 
Razor, Lex Luger, Doink the Clown, 
and even Diesel are blending into the 
fan favorite crowd? Who’s next? Owen 
Hart, Jeff Jarrett, or Jerry Lawler? Let’s 
face it, this is not a perfect world. 
People need bad guys to hate; where 
have they all gone? 

MICHAEL McCARTHY 
Beverly, MA 


@ HEARTBREAKER 

In my eyes, it will only be a matter 
of time before the “Heartbreak Kid,” 
Shawn Michaels, is riding on top of the 
WWE as World champion. After all, 


Michaels does have the cards stacked in 
his favor. He guided Diesel to the 
Intercontinental title and helped him 
win the WWF World tag team title; now 
Diesel is the World champion. Shawn 
Michaels knows Diesel’s strengths and 
weaknesses better than anyone. The 
“Heartbreak Kid” usually breaks the 
women’s hearts, but this time there will 
be an exception, because he will break 
Diesel’s heart when he takes his title. 
KENNETH HOCKADAY 
Brooklyn, NY 


@ LIKE FATHER LIKE SON 
To think that Dustin Rhodes must 
wrestle his father to get out from his 
shadow is absurd (“Feud For Thought: 
Dusty Vs. Dustin?” April 1995). Dustin 
is his own man, regardless of who his 
father is. There are many second gener- 
ation wrestlers in the sport who fare 
well against opponents, regardless of 
their name. Wrestling dynasties were 
built by families like the Harts and Von 
Erichs. You don’t see Bret feuding with 
(Continued on page 52) 


Shawn Michaels failed in 
his quest to win the 
Intercontinental title at 
WrestleMania X, but read- 
er Kenneth Hockaday 
believes he will be suc- 
cessful in his quest to 
beat Diesel, his former 
bodyguard, for the WWF 
World title. 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 


wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 


New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 


week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 


Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you’d love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
a about a third! 
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his father Stu, do you? (Bret’s battle 
with Owen is different.) 

Dustin would have to make phenom- 
enal strides in his own career to surpass 
his legendary father, but he will first 
have to accept who he is and take pride 
in his name. Dustin is his father’s son, 
and there’s nothing he can do to change 
that. 

FRAN WILSON 
Dallas, TX 


GIVE VADER A CHANCE! 

When Vader became the number- 
one contender to the WCW World title, 
I thought that he would be the next one 
to go after Hulk Hogan. Instead, Vader 
got involved with U.S. champion Hack- 
saw Duggan. Vader shouldn’t have 
even bothered with Duggan. He should 
have confronted Hogan right after Fall 
Brawl and not waited until Starrcade. 
The fact that he won the Fall Brawl 
“triangular” match and crushed Dustin 
Rhodes at Clash of the Champions in 
November should have been enough to 
earn him a title match. It’s a shame pro- 
moters didn’t feel the same way. 

I know that I am not the only one 
who wants to see Hogan finally face 
Vader. But unlike many other people, I 
think Hogan will beat Vader in a long 
and memorable match. I can’t wait to 
see it happen! 

EDDIE WYLAND 
Norman, OK 


BAN ABBUDAH 
When I read that The Sheik had 
burned Terry Funk with a torch, I 
thought that wrestling had gone off of 
the deep end. Now after reading about 
what Abbudah Singh did to Abdullah 
the Butcher (“Abdullah The Butcher: 
Roasted Alive, February 1995), I know 
for sure that the sport has officially 
gone off the deep end. No one, not even 
Eddie Ellner, can justify this in any 
way, shape, or form. 
Let’s ban Abbudah Singh before he 
kills someone in the ring! 
TEDDY PARKER 
Charleston, WV 
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Big Van Vader should 
have been granted a shot 
at Hulk Hogan right after 
he won a “triangular” 
match at Fall Brawl, says 
“PWI Hotline” caller Eddie 
Wyland. He doesn’t feel, 
however, that Vader will 
be able to beat Hogan. 


Abbudah Singh should 
be banned for burning 
Abdullah the Butcher 
before a WWA match in 
New Jersey, says reader 
Teddy Parker. Abdullah 
suffered second- and 
third-degree burns, but 
he went on to win the 
match. 


(Continued from page 21) 


process. He has heard that it is lonely at the top, and 
he finds that premise appealing. Becoming WWF 
World champion would mean that, for once in his life, 
Owen Hart wouldn’t have to share the spotlight with 
Bret. 

Hart is finished on the leg press machine and makes 
his way to the free weights area. There is an empty 
bench press, with circles of weights of all sizes strewn 


By the time his workout ended, Owen's muscles were bulging and he was 
soaked with sweat. Maybe if he worked that hard in the ring and didn’t take 
so many shortcuts, he would have a title by now. 


about the floor. As he begins loading up the bar, he is 
asked about his strained relationship with his brother. 

Hart doesn’t try to change the subject, but he 
doesn’t answer, either, at least not in a verbal sense. 
After tightening the locks at each end of the bar, secur- 
ing 320 pounds of metal, he loosens them again and 
begins removing the smaller weights from each side. 
He replaces them with larger ones, increasing the total 
weight up to a total of 400 pounds. 

He has still not answered the question 
about his brother; the first three sets of 12 
reps apiece come easily to him. As he sits up 
to wipe his face with a towel, he is asked 
again. He returns to his supine position on 
the bench and begins a fourth set of reps, 
offering a sentence of just five words in 
response. Each word comes as he drops the 
weight to his chest, and the struggle to say 
the next word seems as daunting as the 
struggle to lift the weight once again. 

“The ... hell ... with ... my ... brother,” he 
says, continuing to push the weight skyward. 
It is coming easier now, and-a small smile 
creases Owen Hart's face. This is the most 
weight he has ever bench pressed and the 
satisfaction in his achievement is clearly evi- 
dent. 

There is a fifth set and a sixth before Hart 
decides that is enough for today. He sits up 
and wipes his face again. As he stares 
blankly around the gym, he is asked about 
his recent failures in title matches, but he 
doesn’t answer. He picks up some small 
dumbbells and lifts them over his head while 
staring intently into a mirror. 

Instead, Hart stands and begins walking 
toward the bank of Stairmaster machines at 
the far end of the room. Before programming 
the machine for 40 minutes at its quickest 
pace, he puts on a pair of headphones and 
attaches a tape player to his waistband. Hart 
has no interest in talking the talk today. But 
he is certainly going to prepare himself to 
walk the walk. Oo 
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ringside 


(Continued from page 7) 


nice to hear the fans 
cheering for him again 
... lvan Putski, the 53- 
year-old wonder that he 
is, is also in competing 
in that promotion, team- 
ing with his son Scott 
... AAA’s Ice Killer will 
be out for several 
months due to an undis- 
closed injury. 

Kama, a street fight- 
er and martial arts 
expert who recently 
debuted in the WWF, is 
already demanding title 
shots. “He busted into 
Jack Tunney’s office 
and actually threatened 
him,” said one of the 
WWF presiden’s assis- 
tants. “Tunney fined 


Jean-Paul LeVeque is feuding with Alex 
Wright in WCW, and is already predicting 
superstardom for himself. He says people 
are already comparing him to Ric Flair, 
one of his childhood heroes. 


scheduled to take on boxing’s for- 
mer super middle world champion 
Steve “Lightning” Little. “My goal 
is to embarrass the whole sport of 
boxing and goad Mike Tyson into 
the ring when he gets out,” Deo 
said. 

Alundra Blayze is confident that 
she will regain the WWF World 
Women’s title from Bull Nakano. 
“When | beat Nakano,” she recently 
told me, “I'd like to do it in Japan, 
just to show the people there that it 
doesn’t matter where | wrestle. | 
can win anywhere. She didn’t win 
because of a hometown decision. 
She beat me once, now |’ll beat 
her’ ... Tony Atlas is feuding with 
his ex-tag team partner Greg 
Valentine in International Cham- 
pionship Wrestling. Atlas says it’s 
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The Undertaker is now asking for title shots against 
Intercontinental champion Razor Ramon. In recent 
bouts, he has dominated every one of his opponents, 
incdluding Irwin R. Schyster. Paul Bearer is currently 
negotiations for a title series. 


him, but it’s been kept real quiet. 
This Kama had better watch it or 
Tunney will suspend him from the 
federation for a long time.” Also 
note that Harvey Wippleman has 
been discussing teaming Kama 
with Kwang and having them go 
after the WWF World tag team 
belts. 

Jean-Paul LeVeque says that 
he is flattered when he hears fans 
compare him to one of his heroes. 
“| hear that people are saying | 
remind them of a young Ric Flair,” 
he boasted. “! am sure that Mr. Flair 
sees how great | am as well and 
must be pleased with the compari- 
son. | have plans to pay homage to 
him when | win the WCW World 
title. | will say that he was partially 
responsible for my success.” 
LeVeque is currently feuding with 
Alex Wright, another 
‘| youngster whose future 
| looks bright. 

7, We’re told that The 

|) Undertaker has asked 
manager Paul Bearer to 
| get him a shot at the 
Intercontinental title. 
Undertaker, arguably the 
most popular wrestler in 
the WWF, has not had a 
championship match in a 
long, long time. He thor- 
oughly dominated his 
feud with Irwin R. 
Schyster. | definitely feel 
he deserves a shot at the 
belt ... Jerry Lawler has 
hired a team of lawyers in 
Memphis in hopes of find- 
ing a way to get another 
title match against USWA 
champion Sid Vicious. 
Lawler had his last shot a 
few months ago and, 
because of a stipulation in 
a contract he signed, was 


not supposed to get anymore shots 
as long as Sid had the belt. My feel- 
ing is that if that is what Lawler 
agreed to in his contract, Vicious 
should not even waste his time say- 
ing no. 

I’m really glad that Boo Bradley 
has finally gotten away from the 
clutches of Tamara Murphy Fytch. 
It was disgusting to see how badly 
she was treating him in Smoky 
Mountain. It appears that Fytch’s 
entire world may now be crumbling. 
She is devoting so much time to her 
WWF duties that Chris Candido is 
getting mad. He says his manager 
isn’t spending enough time working 
on his career..Perhaps Fytch is 
more interested in becoming a star 
in the WWF and is planning to ditch 
Candido altogether. As of press 
time, she hadn’t made any moves 
to get the NWA champion into the 
WWF. 

The newest tag team to debut in 
the WWE is that of Jacob and Eli 
Blu, who are managed by their 
uncle Zebahiah. Add Jacob and Eli 
to the list of men who are after the 
WWF World tag team belts. 
Zebahiah predicts they’ll be cham- 
pions by summer ... Col. Robert 
Parker says he’s planning to 
become the greatest manager in 
the country music business. Parker 
has already offered a contract to 
singer Aaron Tippin, whom he met 
at Starrcade. “Billy Ray Cyrus, 
Garth Brooks, Reba McEntire, 
they’re all dying for me to manage 
their careers,” he boasted. 

Arn Anderson says that Randy 
Savage’s days in WCW are num- 
bered. “He comes in here and 
thinks he owns the whole federa- 
tion,” Anderson said. “The guy is a 
has-been and he’s come here hop- 
ing to get his reputation as a great 
wrestler back. Well, it ain’t gonna 
happen, boy! “Double-A’ will send 


you packin’!“ 
That’s all for now. See you at 
ringside! oO 


Boo Bradley finally left manager Tamara Murphy Fytch, but now he must deal with for- 
mer partner Chris Candido. 
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Run for it! he’s going for the atomic drop! 
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bility of women in wrestling, do you 

think it’s time for women to finally 

take their rightful positions beside 

men in the ring? Could ’95 be our 
year? 

LISA SAPERSTON 

Mar Vista, CA 


Dear Lisa, 

If you wonder if this is our 
year, meaning yours and mine, 
I'd have to see a photo first and 
a copy of your parents’ bank 
statements. If you’re suggesting 
that 1995 is the year during 
which women will emerge as 
commercial and artistic forces in 
the world of professional wrest- 
ling, then clearly you have not 
been taking the proper amount 
of medication. When the ques- 
tion involves women, wrestling 
promoters are on line with W.C. 
Fields, who once said, “Women 


(Continued from page 16) 


The Bushwhackers 
always sacrifice 
individual glory for 
the sake of the 
team. Shocking, 
considering Luke 
and Butch both 
could have been so 
good on their own. 
Right. ... had you 
going there for a 
minute, didn’t 1? 


en Fn neil 


an hil 


are like elephants—nice to look 
at, but | wouldn’t want to own 
one.” 


Dear Eddie, 

Enclosed are two photos of 
myself—one for publication, and 
one autographed for your collec- 
tion. | don’t know how many auto- 
graphs you own, but surely this will 
be your most cherished. Though | 
cannot reveal my home address, 
l’ve enclosed an address to which 
all my fan mail is sent. Hopefully, 
this letter will enlighten some peo- 
ple as to who the true greats of this 
sport are. 

BILL DENHAM 
Montgomery, AL 


Dear Readers, 

According to his lengthy let- 
ter, Mr. Denham is not only a stu- 
dent of the pro mat game, but a 


Bill Denham sent me this photo of ... Bill Denham, with a wrestler by the name of L.A. 
Lawman. Never heard of either of them before; probably never will again. 


manager as well, having guided, 
among others, Johnny Davila to 
the SSCW title, Peggy Lee 
Leather to the ladies world title, 
Bad Company to the Alabama 
tag team title, and The Black 
Coalition to the SSCW tag team 
title. | have never heard of any 
these federations or wrestlers, 
nor does the name Bill Denham 
ring a bell. My suspicion is that 
Mr. Denham is living in a delu- 
sional state (further evidenced 
by his photograph). For all | 
know, Bill Denham isn’t his real 
name. | implore my readers to 
check milk cartons and post 
offices for a man matching that 
description. If you see him, con- 
tact your local law enforcement 
agency at once. 


Dear Eddie, 

| can’t tell you how disappointed 
| am at the deteriorating condition 
of tag team wrestling. It wasn’t too 
long ago that rings were filled with 
teams like The Road Warriors, The 
Hart Foundation, Demolition, and, 


my favorites, The Midnight 
Express. Now | have to sit and 
watch The Bushwhackers and The 
Smokin’ Gunns annihilate whatever 
pair of sacrificial lambs McMahon 
throws at them. Can tag team 
wrestling be saved? 
RICK MARSHALL 
Syracuse, NY 


Dear Rick, 

The spirit of cooperation is 
dying in professional sports, and 
nowhere is this more clearly evi- 
denced than in the sorry state of 
tag team wrestling. It used to be 
that members of a successful tag 
team were indistinguishable 
from each other. They were 
designed to function together as 
a unit, with no regard for individ- 
ual gain or notoriety. Nowadays, 
tag teams are seen as mere step- 
pingstones or even worse— 
superstar mergers for the sake 
of increased box office revenue. 
There’s no honor in sharing the 
glory; selfish athletes want it all 
for themselves. | 


COMING 
NEXT ISSUE: 


A VERY 
SPECIAL 
EDITION OF 


Uileging 


FEATURING: 


THE 1995 
PW I POLL 


We canvas the experts for 
their opinions on dozens of 
questions vital to the mat 
sport! PLUS: The 1995 PWI 
POLL features the experts’ 
picks for the sport’s best 
maneuvers, fastest wrestlers, 
most brutal brawlers, and 
much, much more! 
® 
It all comes your way in the 
June 1995 edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
on sale March 21 at 
newsstands everywhere! 


DON’T MISS IT! 
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from the desk of... 
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the writers go into a First 
Amendment fit, let me assure 
you all that | am not going to 
use my power as publisher to 
dictate how people think. If 
Dave Rosenbaum really thinks 
Sid Vicious is an underachiev- 
er, he can still express his view- 
point. He’s just going to have to 
find a way around that U-word. 
Just as | will not allow profanity 
in this family of family maga- 
zines, | will not allow our writers 
to put the curse on professional 
wrestlers with that word. 

It's degrading, it’s unfair, 
and, in many cases, it’s a totally 
inaccurate description. Is the 
WWF World champion an 
underachiever? Is the Inter- 
continental champion an under- 
achiever? When did Diesel and 
Razor Ramon rise above that 
lowly standard? When they won 
their titles, of course. How could 


Lex Luger won the WCW World title, but 
has thus far failed in his quest to capture 
the WWF World title. It is unfair to brand 
Luger an underachiever, writes Stu Saks, 
just because he hasn't lived up to certain 
people’s expectations. 


beat writers in other sports who diss 
Danny Ferry and Brian Bosworth and 
Blair Thomas. 

Don’t meet the reporters’ expecta- 
tions and get branded with a big, ugly 
“U.” How many Lex Luger analyses 
have you read in which the word under- 
achiever wasn’t either mentioned or 
implied? 

As angry as | get when | see the 
word, it’s not completely the fault of the 
writers. It's the fault of the editor, and 
that’s yours truly. If | have the final say 
over all copy that appears in this family 
of magazines and if | don’t use that 
power in a constructive manner, then 
shame on me. 

Therefore, from this point forward, | 
pledge to use my power to banish the 


any writer label the holders of two of 
the sport’s most prestigious titles 
underachievers? They can’t, of course. 
But if you look back through the clip 
files (I did just that), you'll see that 
Diesel and Ramon were, according to 
many of our writers, underachievers 
until they were crowned, 

Even if these men were under- 
achievers at some point in their 
careers, they must have made a certain 
amount of progress to get to the point 
where they could take that last step to 
the top. It is absolutely incumbent upon 
our writers, the experts in the field, to 
note that improvement. What they did 
instead was apply the label of under- 
achiever and never bother to remove it. 
Not only does that make the wrestlers 
and the writers look bad, it fails to 
inform the fans. 

Prejudice is born of laziness. Rather 
than make the effort to evaluate people 
on an individual basis, we tend to lump 
them into a group. In race relations, the 
results are tragic. 
Prejudice in sports 
analysis, of course, 
| can’t compare in impor- 
=| tance, but that doesn’t 

| make it forgivable. 

Forbidding our writ- 
ers to use the word 
underachiever might 
sound extreme to 
some, silly to others. 
My intent in doing so, 
however, is to force the 
writers to not be lazy 
with their use of lan- 
guage. If they have to 
think of another way to 
say that a man is an 
underachiever, maybe 
they'll take the time to 
think about the man a 
little more and ponder 
wether the notion is fair 
and applicable. 

Our writers, after all, 


Until recently, both Diesel and Razor Ramon were consid- are just too good to 


LESSER MON FeO nal outta tonts nia ceouson Din haeteee s oitetera1ow amoelveesiogie 
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SEPTEMBER 1988 An 80-page edition celebrating the supercards of 1988; 
WrestleMania IV, the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team tournament, AWA’s Rage 
in the Cage, and the first-ever Clash of the Champions. 


MARCH 1990 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1989—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ‘89 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1989, predictions 
for 1990, and more! 


MARCH 1991 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1990—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ‘90 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1990, and 
predictions for 1991. 


MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement “91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1991, and 
predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 All slick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive coverage of 
ar a Vill, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career of Hulk Hogan in 
photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-page all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1992, and 
predictions for 1993. 
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A COLLECTOR'S 


Every wrestling fan-knows that Pro 
‘Wrestling Illustrated is the leading 
wrestling magazine in the world 
today, and no issues of PWI are more 
coveted than our incredible special 
issues. For a limited time only, you 
can complete your collection of these 
historic color-packed editions for only 
$5 per copy! Supplies are very 
limited, so order today! 
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~ AUGUST 1993 An 88-page edition celebrating the supercards of 1993: WrestleMania 


IX and WCW's first-ever card in Manhattan. Plus: Results of the first-ever “PW! Poll” of 
wrestling’s insiders! 


MARCH 1994 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: 1993—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '93 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1993, and 
predictions for 1994. 


JUNE 1994 This 88-page special edition features a bonus section: lbs insiders 
answer 50 cruciul questions in the 1994 “PW1 Poll!” Plus: exclusive photos of Sting vs. 
Hogan! Yes—Sting vs. Hogan! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 A spectacular 88-page celebration of 15 years of PWI! Included: 
The best and worst of the PW/I years, major title changes of the PW/ years, a year-by- 
year review—in color!—and much more! 


DECEMBER 1994 This 88-page collector's edition features the fourth annual 
installment of the “PW/ 500’—a comprehensive listing of the top 500 men in the sport! 
Plus: A special Hogan-Flair poll! 


MARCH 1995 Our annual 100-page year-end extravaganza! Included: “1994—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement '94 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1994, and 
predictions for 1995. 


thing or anybody. He’ll do whatever 
it takes to win. | want someone like 
that close by. He’s inspiring!” 

Dreamer says he was especially 
inspired the night he and Jack took 
on The Sandman and Tommy Cairo, 
who were accompanied by Woman 
and Angel. Jack attacked his foes 
furiously, and he didn’t stop at 
Sandman and Cairo. Before the 
match even started, he walloped 
Angel in the face with a rattan 
Singapore cane, just seconds after 
he stopped Dreamer from doing the 
same thing. 

“That was the lowest thing that 
I’ve ever seen!” said one hardened 
ECW fan. 

“That was tremendous!” cried 
Dreamer. “Look, | don’t condone hit- 
ting female valets, but was Jack did 
was absolutely justified. She had no 
business even being there. Jack 
made sure she wouldn’t cause us 


win, lose, or draw 


(Continued from page 12) 


any problems. He did what he 
thought needed to be done. It was a 
gutsy move.” 

That is, I’m afraid, the real Cactus 
Jack, a man whose good acts must 
be viewed in a different light. 

“| hear he’s recruiting Bradley for 
some major battles in ECW,” said 
one old partner of Jack’s. “He needs 
some reinforcements in his battles 
with people like Sabu.” 

“He doesn’t want Bradley to think 
for himself,” said ECW competitor 
Chris Benoit. “He wants to do his 
thinking for him.” Bradley knows 
what's been going on in ECW, but 
continues to insist Jack is a good 
man with good intentions. 

“He told me | can trust him,” 
Bradley offered. “I believe him. Jack 
is a good man. He is my friend! He'll 
always be there for me.” 

Knowing Cactus, Bradley won't 
have to wait very long to find out if 


he is right on that count. In WCW, 
Jack would cozy up to a guy like 
Kevin Sullivan just as quickly as 
he’d associate himself with some- 
one like Sting. 

“There was a time when | 
believed Cactus had truly cleaned 
up his act,” said Rick Steamboat, 
who recently retired from active 
competition. “Il was actually consid- 
ering a full-time partnership with 
him. But as soon as it seemed we 
were on the same page together, 
Jack would go veering off in a differ- 
ent direction. 

“What makes him great as a 
wrestler—his unpredictability,” 
Steamboat added, “made him terri- 
ble as a tag team partner.” 

Most of the fans and wrestlers in 
Smoky Mountain should know that 
the Cactus Jack they’re seeing is 
not to be believed. They're just wait- 
ing for Bradley to join them. Oo 


By all indications, this is the real Cactus Jack—the Cactus Jack who lives for blood 
and guts in ECW. Jack showed no mercy toward Tommy Cairo in this match and 
was even more vicious in a confrontati 
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eee BACK ISSUES OF 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 
Don’t miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader 
in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL- 

COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, 

begining with the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with 

color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in boldface.] 


July 1983/CENTERFOLD: Ivan Koloff. Tommy 
Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, 

December 1983/CENTERFOLD: Wahoo McDaniel, 
Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steamboat, Hansen, 
DiBiase, 

Janvary 1984/CENTERFOLD: Harley Race. Rick 
Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/CENTERFOLD: Jim Garvin & 
Sunshine, Greg Valentine, Abdullah, Race, Super 
Destroyer, 

June 1984/CENTERFOLD: Dick Slater. Ted DiBiase, 
Wrestling ll, Magnum T.A., Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/CENTERFOLD: Paul Ellering. Jimmy 
Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gagne, Windham. 
August 1984/CENTERFOLD: Stan Hansen. Jerry 
Lawler, Slaughter, Sullivan, Patera & Blackwell. 
October 1984/CENTERFOLD: Billy Jock. Kerry 
Von Erich, Martel, Armstrong, Blanchard. 
November 1984/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Sgt, 
Sloughler, Warriors, Kerry, Windhom & Rotundo, 
December 1984/CENTERFOLD: Kerry Von Erich. 
Barry Windham, Mortel-Floir, Rich, NWA vs, 
WWF. 

January 1985/CENTERFOLD: Tito Santana, Road 
Warriors, Hoyes, Billy Jack, 

February 1985/CENTERFOLD: Magnum T.A. Rick 
Martel, Hogan, Blanchard, Backlund, Ellering, 
April 1985/CENTERFOLD: Ronnie Garvin, Jimmy 
Snuko, FlairRhodes, Gordy, Garvin, Warriors. 
June 1985/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham. Dusty 
Rhodes, Flair, Slaughter, Hogan, Magnum. 
September 1985/CENTERFOLD; Junkyard Dog. 
Mognum T.A., Von Erich, Hogan, AWA Scouting 


Reports 

October 1985/CENTERFOLD: Chris Adoms. Rick 
Steamboat, Warriors, Brody, Koloff. 

February 1986/CENTERFOID: Nikita Koloff. Mike 
Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, Taylor, Barbarian, 
Race. 
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June 1986/CENTERFOLD: Kevin Von Erich, Hulk 
Hogan, Adams, Duggan, Scott Hall, Baby Doll 

May 1987/CENTERFOLD: Steve Wiliams. Hogan- 
Andre, Albano, Comette, Kerry, Dynamite Kid. 
August 1987/CENTERFOLD: Jim Garvin & Precious. 
Hulk Hogan, Bigelow, Windham, Gordy, Albano. 
October 1987 /CENTERFOLD: Ted DiBiose. Ric Flair, 
Williams, Hogon-Steamboat, Rockers, 

November 1987/CENTERFOLD: George Steele, 
Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
February 1988/CENTERFOLD: Ronnie Garvin. 
Savage & Elizabeth, Garvin, Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Lex Luger, 
Iron Sheik, Kerry, Survivor Series, Flair, 

June 1988/CENTERFOLD: Tully Blanchard. Hulk 
Hogan, Muraco, Rockers, Perez, Rhodes. 

August 1988/CENTERFOID: Al Perez. Savage & 
Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four Horsemen, Kerry Von 
Erich. 

November 1988/CENTERFOLD: Midnight Express 
Hulk Hogan, Rhodes, Demolition, Madusa-Missy. 
December 1988/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw Duggon, 
Four Horsemen, Brody, Bigelow, Garvin, Precious, 
April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steiner. Randy 
Savoge, Ted Turner, Richier, Pou E., Powers of Pain 
May 1989/CENTERFOLD: Missy Hyatt. Hulk 
Hogan, Kerry, Ulimate, Luger, Steamboat, 

August 1989/CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. Hulk 
Hogan, Rhodes, Warriors, Steamboat-Flair, 
Ulfimate. 

October 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Rude, Luger vs. 
Hogan, Snuka, Sting, Lawler vs. Perez, Page, 
December 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jimmy Snuko. 
Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, Beefcake & Hogan, 
Tully & Arn, 

Janwary 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious, Ukimae, 
Cornette, Ross, Kerry, 

May 1990/CENTERFOLD: Great Muto. Hulk 
Hogan, Piper, Embry, Vicious, dealing with pain, 


July 1990/CENTERFOID: Rick Morte. Lex Luger, 
Beefeake, Skyscrapers, Heenan, Saito, referees. 
September 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. Hogan, Sting, Horsemen, Hennig. 

October 1990/CENTERFOLD: Brutus Beefcake. 
Sting, Tugboat, Ultimate, Long, Blanchard-Omdortt, 
May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Arn Anderson. Hull 
Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, Thesz. 

June 1991/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw Duggan, Hulk 
Hogan, Cactus, Flair, Nasty Boys, Steiner, 

July 1991/CENTERFOLD: Brian Pillman. Hulk 
Hogan, Luger, Demolition, Embry, Horsemen- 
Vicious. 

September 1991/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. 
Steiners, Hogan, Gordy, Gigante, Piper. 
October 1991 /CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. Sid Justice, 
Hogan-Slaughter, Windham, Williams, 

November 1991/CENTERFOLD; Bobby Eaton. 
Savoge & Elizabeth, Bushwhackers, Liger, Pillman, 
January 1992/CENTERFOLD; Ron Simmons. Flair, 
R. Steiner, Ulimate, Luger. 

April 1992/CENTERFOID: Ric For. Luger & Sting, 
Paul E., Madusa, Legion Of Doom, WWF. 

June 1992/CENTERFOLD; Dustin Rhodes. Roddy 
Piper interview, Abdullah-Cactus, Flair-Savage, 
Justice, 

July 1992/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. Best of 
the Best, Flair, U.S.-Japan, Savage. 

October 1992/CENTERFOLD: Cactus Jack. 
Warrior Savage, Wiliams, Z:Man, WWF files, fire 
match, 

January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff Jarrett. 
Flair/Summerslam, Simmons by Bowden, Von Erich 
interview. 

February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt Hennig. 
Ramon, Snuka:Muraco, Rude, Rhodes, Roberts inter- 
view. 

April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham. 
Steiners, Backlund, Sting-Muta, Hawk-Sasaki. 


May 1993/CENTERFOLD: Undertaker. Wrestle- 
Mania IX Preview, Cactus Jack, Madusa-Sherri, 

July 1993/CENTERFOLD: Dovey Boy Smith. Hull 
Hogan, Vader, Yokozuna, Hart Slamboree, Flair- 
Rude. 

September 1993/CENTERFOLD: Paul Orndorff. 
Sting & Hogan, Luger, Sherri-Shango, Blonds. 
November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The Steiners. 
WCW Midyear Report, Doink, Funk-Giber, Race, 
Yokozuna, 

Janory 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry Laver. Doink, 
Nasty Boys, Steiners, Comette, Vicious. 

February 1994/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. WWF 
or WCW-Who's Better?, Race-Rhodes, Hogan- 
Muto, Hart. 

April 1994/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. Flair- 
Hogan-Hart, Rude, Kevin Von, Michaels, steroids, 
May 1994/CENTERFOLD; Tatanka, Yokozuna- 
Luger, Flair-Voder, Heenan, WrestleMania retro- 


spective, 

July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. Razor 
Ramon, Flair-Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 
workout, 

August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink & Dink. Bret 
Hart/WrestleMania X, Steriners, Albano, steroid 
trial, 

October 1994/CENTERFOLD; Owen Hort. All-Star 


Challenge, Sting, Savoge, Hennig, Fytch, WWF in 
n 


Japon. 

November 1994/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. 
Hogan In WCW, Cactus, Yokozuna, Lawler, 
Michoels, Jake, 

Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry Funk. 
Hulkamania Wild Again, McMahon, Vicious, AAA, 
Flair, 

January 1995/CENTERFOLD: Razor Ramon. 
Totanko, Hogan, Alundra, ECW vs, NWA, Brion lee 
February 1995/CENTERFOLD: Johnny B. Bod, 
WCW Civil War, Pillman & Austin, Abdullah, Bret 
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HE COULD PUT THE HONKY TONK MAN TO SHAME! 

You know all about Hulk Hogan the wrestler, you probably know a lot 
about Hulk Hogan the actor, but did you know about Hulk Hogan the 
musician? Before Rocky II! (in which Hogan played “Thunderlips”), 
and before “Hulkamania,” Hogan was a pretty good rock ‘n’ roll gui- 
tarist. He was a member of several bands, including Koco, Infinity's 
End, and this one, Ruckus. Obviously, none of them made it big, but 
Hogan earned enough money to pay for wrestling lessons. 
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“WHAT DO YOU MEAN | OWE A QUARTER?” 
Mr. Wrestling Il figured he was entitled to a free soda after a tough night of 
wrestling, but the sign clearly said that all drinks cost a quarter. “Hey, | thought if 
your won your match, you got one drink on the house,” he joked. In the end, no 
one said anything and II did get his much-deserved refreshment. 


“ILL STICK IT WHERE 

THE REF WON'T SEE IT!” 
Don Greene was a sneaky 
wrestler, but not quite sneaky 
enough on this evening. He 
loved using foreign objects, and 
referees had a hard time prov- 
ing it. Leave it to the fans to 
catch him in the act. One ring- 
side observer saw Greene with 
a chain and chased him down 
as he left the ring. Greene tried 
to swallow the evidence, but he 
was too late. 


THE LONG ARM OF THE LAWMAN 
No one (we repeat, no one) messed with Don “The 
Lawman” Slatton and got away with it. Would you cross 
a man with a cowboy hat, deputy marshall badge, and 
a gun pointing at your head? Of course, the Abilene, 
Texas, native never used his gun in the ring, but he 
never needed it. On this night in 1964, he beat Mike 
and Doc Gallagher in a handicap match. 
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MAYBE IF HE 
LOOSENED THE MASK ... 

Dos Caras looks like he’s having a 
little trouble lifting those weights. 
And those muscles are really 
bulging ... so much so that his 
beautiful mask might rip at the 
seams! Good thing for Caras, the 
brother of Mil Mascaras, that didn’t 
happen, and his identity remained a 
secret. In case you were wondering, 
he did summon the strength to left 
the weight over his head. 


“| : 1S THAT UNCLE ELMER? HILLBILLY JIM, 
: PERHAPS? NO, IT’S ... FARMER POWELL?! 
| : Remind you of anyone? We'll give you a hint: He’s 

: a newcomer to the WWF who loves hogs and 
: doesn’t smell all that good. We don’t know if 
: Farmer Powell is a distant relative of resident WWF 
: hog farmer Henry Godwin; we just know they 
: both love pigs. Powell wasn’t the best wrestler in 
: the world in his day, but he insisted you couldn't 
: find a better farmer anywhere. We're not sure if 
: Godwinn is all that good at either farming or 
: wrestling. 


“THERE’S NO BLOOD! 
HONEST! I’M JUST 
WIPING HIS BROW!” 
= That's the argument John 
> | Quinn tried to make while he 
was seconding The Mongolian 
Stomper (when he had hair) 
in his first-blood match 
against Leo Burke in 1974. 
Quinn's biggest mistake, how- 
ever, was using a white hand- 
kerchief to mop the “sweat” 
| off his man’s forehead. The 
referee got a little suspicious 
>| when he noticed a strange red 
substance on the handker- 
chief, and he awarded the 
bout to Burke. 


STRIKING A 
HEISMAN POSE. WELL, ALMOST 

Years before Greg Gagne went on to become a star in the 
AWA (he won two World tag team titles with Jim Brunzell 
and one AWA TV title), he was a standout football player 
with the University of Minnesota Golden Gophers. Only 175 
pounds at the time, Gagne was a pretty good quarterback 
and defensive back. “Maybe | wasn’t Heisman material,” 
he joked, “but | would have beaten on any of my fellow 
football players in the ring!” 


A MAY/1995 4 63 


(V™StliNE 


ILLUSTRATED 


TAG TEAMS 


TOP 10 
1 DIESEL 1 HARLEM HEAT 
356, Las Vegas, NV Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(1) WWF World champion (6) WCW World tag team champions 
2 STING 2? THE NASTY BOYS 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(8) No. 3 contender: WCW World title (2) No. 1 contenders: WCW World title ¢ 
3 RAZOR RAMON 3 THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 
287, Miami, FL Combined weight: 453 pounds 
(2) WWE Intercontinental champion (7) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
4 BIG VAN VADER 4 BOB HOLLY & THE KID 


450, Denver, CO Combined weight: 444 pounds 
(-) U.S. heavyweight champion -) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
5 HULK HOGAN 5 THE BUSHWHACKERS 
275, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 499 pounds 
3) WCW World champion (8) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title ' 
6 THE UNDERTAKER 8 PUBLIC ENEMY | 
328, parts unknown Combined weight: 583 pounds 
(5) No. 5 contender: WWF World title 9) ECW feam champions 
7 BOB BACKLUND 7 BAM BAM BIGELOW & TATANKA 
234, Princeton, MN Combined weight: 618 pounds 
(7) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 4) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title j 
8 JOHNNY B. BADD 8 MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 
235, Macon, GA Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(6) WCW TV champion (1) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title | 
LEX LUGER PG-13 
9 265, Chicago, IL 9 Combined weight: 471 pounds | 
(10) No. 6 contender: WWF World title (-) USWA tag team champions 
TONY ANTHONY THE HEADSHRINKERS 
10 235, Bucksnort, TN 10 Combined weight: 520 pounds 
(9) Smoky Mountain champion {-) No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag fitle 


Tony Anthony 


Wwcw 


World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
1—BIG VAN VADER 
(5) 450, Denver, CO 
2—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(2) 235, Macon, GA 
3—STING 
(4) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—AVALANCHE 
(7) 502, Montreal, Quebec 
5—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
(3) 273, San Francisco, CA 
6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(1) 280, Glens Falls, NY 
7—DUSTIN RHODES 
(8) 254, Austin, TX 
8—STEVE REGAL 
(-) 247, Blackpool, England 
9—BUNKHOUSE BUCK 
(-) 239, Bucksnort, TN 
10—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(10) 252, Boston, MA 


WWF 
World Champion: 
DIESEL 
{C) 356, las Vegas, NV 
1—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 287, Miami, FL 
2—JEFF JARRETT 
{-) 230, Nashville, TN 
3—BOB BACKLUND 
(3) 234, Princeton, MN 
4—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(6) 245, Leeds, England 
5—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) 328, parts unknown 
6—LEX LUGER 
(5) 265, Chicago, IL 
7—HAKUSHI 
{-} 231, Tokyo, Japan 
8—TATANKA 
(7) 250, Pembroke, NC 
9—KING KONG BUNDY 
(2) 446, Atlantic City, NJ 
10—OWEN HART 
(9) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
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USWA 
USWA Champion: 
SID VICIOUS 


ECW 


ECW Champion: 


SHANE DOUGLAS 


(C) 318, West Memphis, AR 

1—TOMMY RICH 

{1) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 

(3) 230, Memphis, TN 
3—JERRY LAWLER 

(2) 234, Memphis, TN 
4—§PELLBINDER 

(6) 246, parts unknown 
5—BiILL DUNDEE 

(5) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
6—DOUG GILBERT 

(4) 241, Lexington, TN 
7—DON BASS 

{-) 230, Memphis, TN 
8—DOUG BASHAM 

[9] 228, Memphis, TN 
9—REGGIE B. FINE 

(-] 215, Memphis, TN 

10—JEFF GAYLORD 
(8) 280, St. Louis, MO 


(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 

1—RON SIMMONS 

(1) 260, Perry, GA 
2—SABU 

(2) 220, Bombay 
3=—911 

(6) 310, parts unknown 
4—TASMANIAC 

(5) 221, Tasmania 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 

(4) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—DEAN MALENKO 

(3) 216, Tampa, FL 
7—CACTUS JACK 

[-) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
8—AL SNOW 

(-) 232, lima, OH 
9—THE SANDMAN 

(8) 244, Philadelphia, PA 

10—CHRIS BENOIT 
{-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill 
of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated 
ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail 
that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in 
each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (~) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. 
while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


Se ey 
4STING 4 BIG VAN VADER 


1 260, Venice Beach, CA 1 450, Denver, CO CUMULATIVE TINGS 
Last issue: No. 3 Mos? Popular Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated RA 
2 HULK HOGAN 2 BOB BACKLUND These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
275, Venice Beach, CA 234, Princeton, MN We have examined our ratings = each of these issues in our Top 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
RAZOR RAMON OWEN HART point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
3 287, Miami, Fl 3 227, Calgary, Alberta place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated paints pay pet Byer psi pala sigroraneaglae Ns y se 
4 is paral aee 4 ee ee ry. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
oe cali’ ste ae ae puaeae lative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 
———— ee & ost ropuiar«§s_—«sé=__ best issue: unrated) 
DIESEL IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
3 356, Las Vegas, NV ] 248, Syracuse, NY SINGLES 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated Last issue: unrated 1—BRET AY escctasegsssnnsctcccossasscestcusenedectonsuct O” points 
6 RANDY SAVAGE 6 AVALANCHE 2—HULK HOGAN sevececesssascccccnccencossesceceserenass OO points 
237, Sarasota, FL 502, Montreal, Quebec 3—RAZOR RAMON secccccsseccccccenssscsessnsssocessseo OO points 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 4—STING Bececeveeveceresccansesccssscccscecsecescocaceerese DM points 
7 LEX LUGER 7 TATANKA BeBDIRGUL. « ccasscccsscecscscoosscecsessteroesccvsevecaccs yt? points 


265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


§ JOHNNY B. BADD 
235, Macon, GA 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


9 DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, leeds, England 


Last issue: No. 6 Mos? Popular 


250, Pembroke, NC 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
8 KEVIN SULLIVAN 

252, Boston, MA 

Last issue: unrated 
9 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE NASTY BOYS suneanecenceccccoscccsessesssvecesesOO points 
2—MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT............59 points 
3—THE HEADSHRINKERS........0.cssccccssesesseseese58 pOInts 
4—PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA ...........:...53 points 


10 HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
Smoky Mountain Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN (C) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
1—BUDDY LANDELL 1—STEVE WILLIAMS 
{-) 236, Los Angeles, CA (1) 265, Norman, OK 


10 SID VICIOUS 


ME 
318, West Memphis, AR 5—THE ROCK N ROLL EXPRESS evcecccccssecsceceso points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Konnan; 2—El Hijo Del Santo; 3— 
Octagon; 4—E£ddy Guerrero; 5—La Parka; 6—Rey Mysterio Jr.; 7—Psicosis; 8—Cien 
Caras; 9—Blue Panther; 10—Miguel Perez Jr. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Hacksaw Duggan; 2—Tito Santana; 3—Rick 
Martel; 4—Johnny Gunn; 5—Mr. Hughes; 6—Glenn Osbourne; 7—Max Thrasher; 
8—Lord Zoltan; 9—Johnny Graham; 10—Scotty Flamingo. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Tito Santana; 1—Rick Martel: 2—Greg Valentine; 
2—MUSTAFA SAED 2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 3—Jim Powers; 4—The rey Clown; 5—Cousin Luke; 6—Jimmy Snuka; 7—Tony 


{-) 244, Atlanta, GA (3) 247, Saitama, Japan : F 
Atlas; 8—Metal Maniac; 9—Vic Steamboat; 10—Gino Caruso. 
3—TRACEY SMOTHERS 3—SHINYA HASHIMOTO MTW: MTW erarlepay Gun Kelly; 1—Johnny Paradise: 2—Chris Carter; 


(3) 227, Atlanta, GA (2) 287, Gisu, Japan Tics pec ees, 
4—CHRIS CANDIDO 4—BIG VAN VADER 3—Al Snow, 4—Bobo Brains 5—Rock Stevens; 6—Scott Summers; 7—].T. 
(5) 226, Carteret, NJ (4) 450, Denver, CO Lightning; 8—Denny Kass; 9—Bastion Booger; 10—Mohammed Saad. 
: te ‘ : PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Blake Beverly: 3—Jerry 


5—BOO BRADLEY S—KENTA KOBASHI Lynn; 4—Hawk; 5—Tommy Ferrara; 6—Punisher; 7—Randy Gusto; 8—Derrick 
(8) 310, parts unknown (7] 261, Tokyo, Japan Dukes; 9—Nailz; 10—Storm Trooper Willie. 


6—BRYANT ANDERSON 6—STAN HANSEN PWE: PWF Champion—Italian Stallion; 1—Russian Assassin Il; 2—Terry Austin; 


(2) 240, Atlanta, GA (9) 322, Borger, TX 3—Austin Steele: 4—Flamina Youth: Sas é ‘ 
‘ g Youth; 5—Black Scorpion; 6—Tyrone Knox; 7—Chris 
7—RICK MORTON 7—NOBUHIKO TAKADA Hamrick; 8—Star Ryder; 9—Troy Conyers; 10—Cruel Connection I. 


(4) 228, Memphis, TN (5) 231, Yokohama, Japan WWA: WWA Champion—Frank Finnegan; 1—Paul White; 2—Gus the Greek; 3— 


8—CACTUS JACK 8—CHRIS BENOIT ; ; Ef : 7 : 
(7) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (8) 218, Edmonton, Alberta Pee i rag slg doh Goto; 7 East A Seat 
9—ROBERT GIBSON 9—PERRO AGUAYO : WWWA: WWWA Champion—Jack Hammer; 1—Rick Martel; 2—The Zombie; 
-) 225, Pensacola, FL (10) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico 3—Harley Lewis; 4—Glenn Osbourne; 5—Mad Russian; -—Johnny Rebel; 7—Super 
10—EDDIE GILBERT 10—GARY ALBRIGHT Nova; 8—S.D. Jones; 9—Mr. Haiti; 10—Brutus Beefcake. 
(-) 222, Lexington, TN (-) 340, Billings, MT 
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A “Monster” mistake? The suspense is over. Or is it? Randy 
Savage has made his intentions in WCW clear. Or has he? When 
the “Macho Man” made his first appearance in WCW in early- 
December, he said he planned to either shake Hulk Hogan’s hand 
or slap him in the face when he saw 
him at Starrcade. Savage’s entrance 
at the December pay-per-view 
could not have been more dramatic. 
He charged toward the ring after 
the Hogan-Brutus Beefcake match 
and looked like he was going to 
join Beefcake, Kevin Sullivan, and 
Avalanche. 

He didn’t. He smashed Sullivan 
and helped Hogan clear the ring of 
rulebreakers. Hogan and Savage 
posed together in the ring for sever- 
al minutes as the crowd at the 

Nashville Municipal Auditorium cheered. The two have since 
announced that they are calling themselves The Monster Maniacs, 
not The Megapowers, as they were once known in the WWF. 

For this issue, at least, we’re listing both Savage and Hogan in 
the Most Popular ratings. But even though most of you are cheering 
Savage now, do you trust him? He vowed to remain loyal to the 
“Hulkster” in the WWE, but turned against him after making 

* ridiculous accusations that Hogan was lusting after Elizabeth, now 
his ex-wife. 

According to several of our reliable sources—people who know 
the “Macho Man” very well—Savage entered WCW because he 
wanted to win the WCW World title, not because he wanted to 
establish a long-term friendship with Hogan. 

Can Hogan and Savage—both of whom crave the spotlight—co- 
exist in WCW in the long run? We'll find out. 

Jack the maniac. The strange situation involving Cactus Jack 
and Boo Bradley finally came to a head during the Christmas holi- 
days. Bradley, whom Cactus said was being mistreated by Tammy 
Fytch and Chris Candido, finally split with those two and joined 
forces with Cactus. Suddenly, Bradley, a fierce brawler, is adored 
by followers of Smoky Mountain wrestler. 

Cactus, for his part, was cheered by SMW fans from the 
moment he entered the federation, when he announced that he was 
on a “humanitarian mission” to save Bradley from the evil Fytch. 


Cactus Jack 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


ide wi 


But is Jack really a man we should be applauding? Consider that 
this is a madman who is anything but a “humanitarian” when he 
wrestles on Extreme Championship Wrestling cards. 

Among his weapons of choice in ECW are rattan canes, parts of 
cars, chairs, tables, and broken bottles. A week before Christmas 
(on the same card that 911 choke-slammed Santa Claus), he 
viciously attacked valet Angel before a tag team match pitting 
Cactus and Tommy Dreamer against Tommy Cairo and The 
Sandman. He prevented Dreamer from blasting her with a 
Singapore cane, then did so himself, sending her tumbling to the 
mat. 

Is this a man deserving of a ranking on our most Popular list? 
Judging from the mail we get and the reaction Jack gets in arenas 
around the country, the answer is yes. People love him because he 
is so daring, so unpredictable, and so ... crazy. Perhaps the same 
could be said of Sabu, one of his top rivals in ECW. Do you think 
Cactus is capable of remaining a fan favorite for long? 

Battle of youth. Much has been made during the last few 
months about how WCW seems to be scrambling to sign all the 
stars that made the WWF so popular in the 1980s ... Hogan, 
Hacksaw Duggan, Savage, Beefcake, The Guardian Angel (for- 
merly Big Bossman), and others. It 
could be argued that WCW has bet- 
ter overall talent than the WWF right 
now, but who do you think has the 
better young talent? 

How do WCW's Alex Wright 
and Jean-Paul LeVeque stack up 
with some of the WWF’s newcom- 
ers, such as The Kid, Bob “Spark 
Plugg” Holly, Hakushi, and the 
like? Will the WWF be better off in. 
the future with these athletes, all of 
whom are climbing in the rankings? 
And do you think the wave of popu- 
larity WCW is riding with their crop of ex-WWFers will last? 
We're curious to know how you feel. 

That’s all for now! If you have any comments about any of the 
issues we have raised in this column, or any general comments 
regarding our ratings, please feel free to drop us a line. Write us at: 
“Rating Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. Oo 
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* ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! =x CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 
* MAILING ADDRESSES! * THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 
* PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! UPDATED WEEKLY /24 HOURS! 
FAST AND EASY! * NEW! SAMPLE HOT NEW MUSIC! 


Artist 

10,000 Maniacs Cranberries Hothouse Flowers Neil Young 7621 Smashing Pumpkins 
4 Non Blondes Crosby, Stills, Nash Indigo Girls Nelson 7643 Smithereens 
AC/DC Crowded House INXS New Order 7661 Sonic Youth 
Aerosmith Cry of Love Jackson Browne Nine Inch Nails 7683 Soul Asylum 
Aimee Mann The Cult Jackyl Nirvana 7682 SoundGarden 
Alice Cooper The Cure James Taylor NRBQ 7746 Spin Doctors 
Alice in Chains Damn Yankees Jane’s Addiction Ozzy Osbourne 7181 Squeeze 
Allman Bros. Danger Danger Jerry Garcia Band Pantera 8242 Steve Vai 
Anthrax Danzig Jesus Jones Patty Smyth 6421 Stevie Nicks 
B-52s David Bowie Jethro Tull Paul Simon 7842 Sting 

Bad Company David Lee Roth Jimmy Buffett Paul McCartney 7863 Stone Temple Pilots 
Beatles Deep Purple Joe Satriani Paul Westerberg 7834 Suede 

Beck Def Leppard John Mellencamp Pearl Jam 7841 Suicidal Tendencies 
Belly Depeche Mode Judas Priest Peter Gabriel 7862 Sundays 
Beverly Hills 90210 Dinosaur Jr. Juliana Hatfield Peter Frampton 8341 Suzanne Vega 
oy ees Todd/Monsters Dio Kansas Phish 8251 Talking Heads 
Billy Idol Dire Straits King’s X Pink Floyd 8321 Tears For Fears 
Billy Joel Dream Theater The Kinks Poison 6841 Ted Nugent 
Black Sabbath KISS Porno For Pyros 8371 Tesla 

Black Crowes ig Led Zeppelin Primus 8372 Testament 
Blind Melon Edie Brickell Lemonheads Prong 8432 The The 

Bob Dylan Elton John Lenny Kravitz Queen 7381 Tom Petty 

Bon Jovi Enuff Z’nuff Lillian Axe Queensryche 2622 Tom Cochrane 
Bonham Eric Johnson Lita Ford R.E.M. 8662 Tool 

Breeders Eric Clapton LIVE Radiohead 8741  Trixter Fan Club 
Brother Cane Extreme Lynch Mob Ramones 8221 U2 

Bruce Hornsby Faith No More Matthew Sweet RATT 8241 UB40 

Bruce Springsteen Fight Meat Loaf Red Hot Chili Peppers 8451 Ugly Kid Joe 
Bryan Adams Firehouse Megadeth Richard Marx 8743 Urge Overkill 
Bulletboys Fleetwood Mac Melissa Etheridge Robert Plant 8262 Van Halen 
Butthole Surfers Foreigner Metallica Rod Stewart 6341 Vince Neil 
Catherine Wheel Genesis Michael Bolton Rolling Stones 8461 Violent Femmes 
Cheryl Wheeler George Thorogood Midnight Oil Rollins Band 9271 W.A.S.P. 
Cinderella Gin Blossoms Mighty M. Bosstones Rush 9272 Warrant 
Collective Soul Grateful Dead Ministry Sacred Reich 9441 White Zombie 
Concrete Blonde Great White Mitch Malloy Santana 9463 The Who 

Elvis Costello Green Day Morrissey Sepultura 9454 Wilson Phillips 
Counting Crows Green Jelly Motley Crue Sinead O’Connor 9671 World Party 
Coverdale/Page Guns N’ Roses Motorhead Skid Row 9371 Yes 

Cowboy Junkies Hardline Mr. Big Slaughter 6251 YngwieMalmsteen 
Cracker Heart Ned’s Atomic Dustbin 7524 Slayer 1181 ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! (If your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232), 


os 1-800-721-2263 


$2.99/min. Under 18 get parent's permission. Avg. call 3 min. 


ontay 1-900-454-7700 =r» 


$2.99/min. Under 18 get parent's permission. Avg. call 3 min. 
CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 
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Photo by Timothy A. Walker 


THE LEADER OF Tht PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 
full-color centerfold—PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . 
Eddie Ellner’s vel and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules” . . . And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WANG TO oUBOCRIBE 


Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30-—a 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

eTo receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
the regular newsstand rate! 


Don't miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 


suns 
e 3 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
C1 Jam enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 


C1 Jam enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


CI | am enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


Please indicate method of payment 


C1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
LC) VISA# 


Expiration Date: /_ 


MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name 
Address a ee 
City ; State Tip 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six issues ($31.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($68.50 airmail); 


$79.20 for 24 issues ($142.50 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please ollow up to eight weeks 
before you receive your first issue. 3034/10-94 
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Hulk Hogan, Hulkster, and Hulkamania are trademarks of the Marvel Entertainment Group Inc. licensed exclusively to World Championship Wrestling, Inc. , 


